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to assist pastors and 
leaders in planning 
and conducting can- 
dlelight services. 

Candlelight services 
are effectively used for 
baptisms, young people’s programs, fund- 
raising and installations of officers. Write 
for complete information. 
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effective sermon, “The Perfect Symbol,” 
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No. 254X Reference Bible. 
Pocket size, fully flexible, 
only one inch thick. India 
paper edition, bold-face type. 


FOR STUDENTS 


No. 123 Text Bible. De- 
signed for young people— 
ideal for gifts or awards. 
Many pages of helps and 
illustrations. 
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OT ONLY does a Church Paper extend th 
area of your Church’s influence —_ it 
strengthens and intensifies this influence. It 
knits more closely the members into one large 
family. It increases membership and attendance — 


thus adding to collections. 


A Parish Paper is the ideal method to keep the 
members informed of church activities and to stress 
the aims and objectives of the church. It encourages 
those devoting their time and energy to forwarding 
the Master’s work and inspires others to assume 
their share of the parish responsibilities. 
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Samples of parish papers produced by this com- 
pany as well as full particulars regarding our 
Standardized Service will be mailed to your office. 


The Parish Paper Manual gives complete 
information regarding local church papers. 


It puts into permanent form your messages so 
that they reach a@ much larger audience. It is a real 
help in counteracting the. forces of evil in the 
community. 


It aids in building up church finances. Additional 
funds and special donations are obtained with no 
embarrassment. It makes unnecessary appeals from 
the pulpit for financial help. 


Whether your Church is large or small, and 
regardless of where located, you may publish a 
parish Paper if you take avantage of our Stand- 
ardized Service. 
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ey BS 7 oF olonely Man 


I saw Him walk the road alone, 

That led beyond the Kidron brook; 
Within His eyes a bright light shone 
That all my being fairly shook. 

He seemed not like the other men 
Whom I had passed along the way, 
For while I watched, now and again, 
It seemed, soft words I heard Him say. 


I watched Him walk with easy tread, 
Along the path where oft before 

His weary friends He must have led, 
While He, His heavy burdens bore. 


It seemed unjust that One so brave, 

And still so young, should bear the load 
That evil men, from death, should save. 
But as He walked that lonely road, 

While stars were shining up above, 
‘Twas then I felt, within my soul, 

An upsurge of redeeming love. 


And I could see this was the goal 

For which He came to dwell on earth— 
So now this lonely road, He trod 

That men might have a new rebirth, 
And thus become the sons of God. 


—EpDMoND L. HENNIG. 
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THE MINISTER 
AND HIS BOOKS 


ROBERT BROADUS 
Librarian, George Pepperdine College 


RING . . . the books, but especially the 
parchments.”’—Pau]. 


__. There is no need to emphasize again 
1€ importance of books in the life of the 
ood minister. It has been done over and 
ver. For instance, Dr. Batsell B. Baxter in 
is analytical study, The Heart of the Yale 
ectures, states that the speakers before the 
‘ale Divinity School in the Lyman Beecher 
ties, have been unanimous in stressing the 
mportance of careful reading. Baxter goes 
n to quote some of their vigorous statements 
m the value of study. It is only necessary to 
top a reminder that the servant who is vital- 
- concerned with teaching gospel principles 
ill be seeking continually a deeper under- 
anding of the Word, and will become as 
ell informed as reasonably possible. One who 
cepts the tremendous responsibility of direct- 
ig the spiritual lives (the entire lives, in fact) 
f people, must be equipped not only with the 
nowledge of religion, but of other fields as 
ell—the great cultural areas, and the thought 
f the age on such subjects as science, philoso- 
hy, and public affairs. He must truly “read 
x dear life’ to add interest and power to his 
ublic preaching, and to be able and effective 
| his activities as counselor and administrator. 
On the other hand, even in consideration of 
ese responsibilities, the wise minister will 
ice the reality that there must be very strict 
mitations in his reading program. The fol- 
wing are a few of the limiting factors: 

(1) The number of duties to be performed 
| the minister’s day makes it impossible to 
send as much time as he might like with his 
0ks. To chew and digest 100 to 200 good 
oks (not counting detective stories!) in a 
at, provides a pretty full reading schedule 
’r most ministers. 

(2) The initial cost of books is so great 
at the average-salaried preacher can afford 
ily a few of the thousands published during 
year. 

(3) In a large library, classification and 
orage become burdensome. 
(4) Books are heavy, and present a serious 
blem when moving time comes. 


; Angeles, California 


il, 1950 


(5) Many useful books, out-of-print, are 
difficult or impossible to obtain. 

These suggestions point up the serious prob- 
lem for the minister in his reading: on the 
one hand, there is the responsibility, and pre- 
sumably the desire, for as wide reading as pos- 
sible—on the other, there are these factors 
which stand in his way. How can he, then, 
make the best use of his reading time and 
materials ? 

In the first place, there is some evidence, 
if research at the University of Michigan a 
few years ago be reliable, that hour for hour, 
a reader will learn much more from digests 
and condensations than from full length writ- 
ings. Though a minister should not read in 
such short snatches as to produce intellectual 
superficiality, it may be that digests can be 
useful in bringing him a speaking acquaint- 
ance with the general fields of knowledge. 

Another solution to the problem is the use 
of other libraries. If the minister lives near 
a good public library, he may use the more 
ephemeral materials without the expense of 
purchase or the trouble of storing. However, 
a sampling of Union Theological Seminary 
graduates surveyed, revealed that of 480 books 
used, only 118 were obtained from public or 
academic libraries.t Librarians would like to 
be of more service than this. They are dedi- 
cated to the task of building a better society, 
and they realize the place of preaching in pro- 
moting public knowledge and morale. In 
September, 1948, for instance, there was an 
article in the Library Journal, entitled ‘Do 
the ministers use your library?’ The author, 
a public librarian in Milwaukee, gave advice 
on how librarians might be of greater service 
by supplying more appropriate materials to 
the ministers of the community. Most academic 
libraries, also, are happy to have ministers 
make use of their collections. 

But the basic way the minister ce meet 
the problem of wide reading in the face of 
the factors mentioned before, is by the care- 
ful development of a trim, well-selected li- 
brary of his own. He cannot afford a bulky, 
unwieldy outfit that tries to include a little of 


1. Library Quarterly, XIV: 28-35 (January 1944.) 
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everything under the sun, but he can, by in- 
telligent discrimination, build a satisfying and 
useful collection. 

In selecting books, it is of course an ad- 
vantage if the minister has the opportunity of 
looking them over first hand, either in a 
library or a bookstore, before making the de- 
cision. He can then note content, format, and 
general flavor. 

Otherwise, the best way to apply standards 
of selection is to consult reviews of current 
books. Among the better reviewing media for 
the general run of books are New York Times 
Book Review, New York Herald-Tribune 
Weekly Book Review, and Saturday Review of 
Literature. Recent research at the University of 
Chicago Graduate Library School seems to 
indicate that, as a rule, the review of a given 
social science book in one of these general 
publications is as critical and complete as a 
review of the same book in a scholarly, spe- 
cialized journal. It -is fairly safe to surmise 
that the same general conclusion goes for other 
types of books. 

In the field of religion, most periodicals 
carry book reviews of varying quality, point- 
of-view, and purpose. The alert minister will 
read them carefully, perhaps ordering a few 
immediately, and noting those titles to be held 
for further consideration. 

A very important aid in book selection is 
the Book Review Digest, published monthly 
and cumulated in an annual volume. This 
service gives condensations of book reviews 
from many journals, and refers the user to 
several full-length reviews for each book. Over 
4,000 books a year are covered by this publi- 
cation, available in most libraries. 

Of course there are several problems in 
evaluating a book through use of reviews. It 
may take some time to learn the style and 
viewpoint of a journal of a particular re- 
viewer. Some writers have the habit of slam- 
ming all books; others are too much inclined 
to treat all favorable, possibly in the hope 
that other reviews will be kind to them. Even 
the expert in the subject-may be critical of 
small points, or be overwhelmed with enthusi- 
asm that he has found a book in the field of 
his own narrow interest. The fact that a re- 
viewer agrees or disagrees with the book is 
not so important as whether or not he con- 
siders it a significant, vital writing. 

Incidentally, the reading of reviews, in itself, 
will contribute as much as anything to a per- 
son’s store of ideas. 

Not only is it important for the preacher 
to choose carefully his general reading, but 
he must also have adequate reference books— 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc., which may be 
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or 


consulted for specific information, but not 
read through at one time. Many such sets are 
poor, and more than one preacher has been 
bitten badly by a persuasive salesman. 

By way of suggestion for the choice of ref- 
erence books, I shall enumerate some of the 
items listed by the American Library Associa- 
tion as being necessary to check before the 
purchase is made: i 

(1) Authority—are authors, editors, con- 
tributors, and publisher reputable? 

(2) Up-to-dateness—has the work been re- 
vised recently; or has it been reprinted from 
old plates with the date of publication 
changed ? 

(3) Scope—what is the plan and range of 
subject matter; what does this book contain 
that cannot be found in other books in the 
collection ? : 

(4) Treatment—what is the style of writ- 
ing; does it seem likely to be accurate? 

(5) Arrangement—how is material organ- 
ized? 

(6) Format—are paper and binding dur- 
able; is the type clear? 

(7) Special features—does the work have 
bibliographies, indexes, charts, maps, etc.? 

Probably the most reliable and most thor- 
ough medium for reviewing reference books 
is Subscription Books Bulletin, an impartial, 
critical, and highly discriminating quarterly 
issued by the American Library Association, 
and on file in most libraries. 

It takes work and concentration for a 
preacher to select wisely the books for his 
library, but such work is fun, and is instruc- 
tional in itself. It gives a sense of achieve- 
ment to build a solid collection in which each 
item contributes something useful to the 
preacher's mental equipment. 

Some years ago, while reading McGarvey’s 
Lands of the Bible, 1 was fascinated by his 
attitude toward his books. He describes: the 
sorrow of leaving home for the long world 
trip: 

. . . The moment came for bidding 
farewell to my own home and household. | 

I had already been up-stairs in my library» 

to take a last look there, and as I gazed — 

upon the rows of familiar books I said to 
myself, “Good-by, my dear old friends; 

and if I never see you again, God bless — 
you for the good you have done me and — 
the happy hours we have spent together.’ — 

I next went to the kitchen to bid farewell — 

to the servants . . . before I approached 

my weeping wife. © . <a 

There is real satisfaction in a good library, 
and books, like other close friends should be 

On 
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chosen rather sparingly, and with. great care. — 
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GUEST MINISTERS 
IN THE PREACHING PROGRAM 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


HAT there needs to be an occasional 

change in both pulpit voice and ap- 

proach is almost universally conceded. 
For congregations can be led into ruts as easily 
as they can carve them. But the use of guest 
ministers is wise or foolish according to the 
manner in which we discipline our employ- 
ment of the practice. Mere variety does not 
make for an effective pulpit and a constant 
parade of visiting preachers may eventually 
prove more theatrical than spiritual. 

At the same time, however, no one man can 
possibly see all the facets of Christian truth 
pr definitely relate them to the multiple needs 
pf its people. Inevitably each of us discusses 
the themes which appeal to his own particular 
pent and tackles the problems touching upon 
mis individual interpretation of the gospel. 
[This means, of course, that by the necessity 
which human nature imposes even upon min- 
esters, large areas of moral and spiritual ex- 
perience remain unexplored and unexplained 
so far as a given congregation is concerned. 
‘And they must remain so until we devise a 
more effective rotative system of preaching. 
in the meanwhile there seems to be no other 
wway to supply these neglected truths than 
hrough the medium of guest ministers. 

How, then, can we apply the practice and 
t the same time avoid its dangers? 

In the first place the host pastor must know 
the men whom he invites into his pulpit. The 
vact that a particular preacher is widely re- 
aowned does not mean that he will under- 
jtand the need of a particular group or that 
ae will address himself to that need with the 
staciousness essential to its satisfaction. Such 


fhe situation. A modest church of my ac- 
juaintance once engaged a preacher of local 
senown to deliver the major address at a 
foung people’s rally. The day of the program 
sound the church packed with expectant teen- 
seers. When the guest was introduced he 
nrose and said: “After I had accepted your 
fnvitation I was asked to speak at a much 
bigger place and to a larger audience. I had 
-y decline that invitation, of course, because 
pou already had me booked. I hope, however, 


ethodist Church 
‘ashington Grove, Maryland 


_ man, by his attitude, may actually aggravate _ 


to leave here early enough to share at least 
Poart of the program in which I would prefer 
to be.”” Thereupon he proceeded to a few dis- 
Passionate remarks, excused himself, and hur- 
ried off, leaving a crestfallen group behind 
him, 

While such bald rudeness is admittedly ex- 
traordinary, nevertheless I have seen something 
of the same affront expressed in the superior 
attitude of men who were condescending to 
speak “in the sticks” or who were allowing 
some small place to bask momentarily in. the 
aura of their distinction. pate 

Even when these men come in all sincerity, 
however, there is still a subtle danger against 
which we must guard. Presumably every min- 
ister has certain goals toward which he is 
guiding his people. To accomplish his end it 
is sometimes necessary for him to eradicate 
existent customs which are the product more 
of habit than of logic. Consequently he must 
use all his skill and diplomacy to lead his 
hearers into a different way of thinking and 
thus persuade them to accept hitherto unknown - 
or unappealing practices fundamental to the 
fulfillment of his ultimate purpose. Unless 
he knows the visiting preacher's basic convic- 
tions along the lines of this desired end it is 
the better part of wisdom for him to exercise 
caution in the extension of an invitation. 
Congregational tastes often make this a diffi- 
cult thing to do, but there are times when the 
pastor may deeply regret yielding to the pleas 
of some parishioner who is acquainted with or- 
related to the individual for whom he covets 
a preaching engagement. y 

I once served a church which had settled 
into a deep lethargy. When I first went to it 
I found the people content with everything 
exactly as it was, and they quickly brushed 
aside all suggestions for. activities demanding 
sacrificial labor. Resolutely, I set myself the 
task of converting virtually the whole congre- 
gation. At long last I saw them weakening 
under the moral suasion of my pulpit and, 
seizing my opportunities as they became avail-. 
able, I was on the verge of implementing my 
real program when the calendar summoned us 
to an anniversary celebration. The congrega- 
tion wanted a former pastor to bring the anni- 
versary message; and wishing to co-operate ~ 
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with them as well as to show courtesy to him, 
I agreed to invite him. He accepted the invi- 
tation with alacrity. But his homecoming~was 
very neatly my undoing. For he preached that 
morning to this effect: ‘Don’t exert yourself. 
The world’s too full of busy people. Relax. 
Sit back and enjoy life. God’s in his heaven, 
all’s right with the world, so don't disturb 
yourself to do things which don't need to be 
done anyway.” In thirty minutes that man 
had put my people back into a groove from 
which I had spent more than a year extricating 
them. 

I do not mean by this to insist that we 
call to our pulpits only those men who agree 
with us. Such practice would be fatal. In the 
first place it would imply the fear that our 
own doctrines cannot stand the test of fire. 
And, secondly, it would permit no oppor- 
tunity for the presentation of the whole truth. 
I do insist, however, that it is the height of 
folly to bring in men whose philosophy count- 
ermands the very purpose of our ministry. We 
would immediately question the sanity of a 
builder who hired razers to tear down the walls 
of an edifice as fast as his laborers could con- 
struct them. Yet how many ministers there 
are who, out of courtesy to some parishioner, 
or out of an exaggerated sense of honoring 
their churches by offering them “big names,” 
pursue virtually the same irrational policy! 

Before we relinquish our pulpit to any one, 
we ate morally obligated to know what he 
stands for and how he will regard those to 
whom he has been asked to point out the 
paths that lead to God. 

Having cleared this hurdle, however, we 
have by no means ended our responsibility in 
the matter. If we feel that a man possesses 
the kind of message which our people ought 
to hear then we must do our utmost to insure 
the kind of atmosphere most conducive to its 
effective presentation. Too frequently host 
pastors leave this very vital factor to chance. 
As a result they often call.for such hymns as 
Charlotte Elliott’s 


O Holy Saviour, Friend unseen, 

Since on Thine arm Thou bid’st me lean, 

Help.me, throughout life’s changing scene, 
By faith to cling to Thee. 


. as the backdrop for a sermon on “Soldiers of 
‘Christ, Arise!’ The obvious contradiction 
dulls the edge of the preaching and leaves the 
congregation with an uneasy conscience be- 
cause of two mutually-repellent appeals. Often 
too, the responsive reading diametrically op- 
poses the guest’s scripture lesson. Yet just as 
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the great passages of the Bible were written 
to meet the needs of distinctive moments so 
they must be used distinctively. We cannot 
bring a scriptural cty of self-abasement and 
despair into juxtaposition with a jubilant shout 
of personal spiritual triumph without confus- 
ing what is potentially a high and holy hour. 
Discretion, therefore, dictates the policy of ask- 
ing the visiting preacher to select in advance 
the hymns and. responsives suitable to his sub- 
ject. If for any reason he declines or fails to 
do so the host pastor shows good judgment 
in choosing his liturgical materials from the 
more general areas of hymnody and ritual. 
There is still another courtesy, however, 
which, for all its simplicity, is often neglected. 
The guest preacher ought to be briefed con- 
cerning the type of people whom he is to ad- 
dress and the kind of service in which he 1s 
to speak. It is not always feasible for a man 
who has brought a sermon for elderly people 
to translate it into teen-age terms while he 
delivers it. Nor does a message treating of 
some crying world problem in the field of 
Christian economics, perfectly proper though 
it is in the pulpit, necessarily fit into the pat- 
tern of a communion worship. Sermons are 
most effective when they are geared into the 
program at hand and men can gear them thus 
only when they know what to expect. 
But the responsibility of a preaching pro- 
gtam does not weigh solely upon the pastor. 
If it is to be truly cogent it must place an 
equal responsibility upon the laity. This is 
a factor which too many of us overlook and in 
overlooking it we by-pass one of our most 
vital opportunities to build the Kingdom. For 
here is the chance to awaken our people to 
the realization that they must influence not a 
minister but the ministry. We can do this 
quite simply. All that it requires is the inclu- 
sion of both retired preachers and theological 
students in our schedule of visitors. Only as 
a congregation knows that it continues the use- 
fulness of the one and inspires the vision of 
the other, can it find its own fullness of life. 
Like individuals, congregations must fill a 
need. Normally they attend services to receive. 
They must have some times when they can 
attend to give. While the giving inevitably 
results in their getting, nevertheless by their 
very act, they have advanced the cause of the 
Kingdom, and they know it; and knowing, 
they go forth with refurbished faith, _ 3 


There is nothing as stupid as an educated man 
you get him off the thing he was educated in 
Wall Rogers. 7 Se 


THE CHURCH OFFICE 


ORVIS F, JORDAN 


Ose the preacher lived in a study; now 
it is an office. The change is ominous. 

However, for some men an office will 
Save enough time that he may have a study 
also. 

Well do I remember seeing the picture of 
Dr. H. O. Breeden of Des Moines, in a maga- 
zine, nearly fifty years ago. He had an office! 
He ran his church like a business man runs his 
business! The reaction in the ranks of the 
clergy was decidedly unfavorable. But since 
then a lot of ministers have set up offices. For 
this there is no pattern. It would do no good 
for a department of practical theology, in a 
divinity school to set up some kind of ideal 
office that a minister must have. An office 
must grow around a set of parish activities. I 
have had four parishes, one in a village, an- 
other in a factory city, still another in a uni- 
versity town, and the last in a metropolitan 
suburb. The same office would not do for all 
of them. But perhaps the same equipment 
night. 

The other day I heard Dr. Morrison say 
sadly that he had never learned to use a type- 
writer. His voluminous writings were done 
with a lead pencil. He has gotten more done 
than most men do, but he has worked too 
hard to do it. I might almost believe that a 
man should show a divinity dean that he is 
proficient on a typewriter before he is ad- 
mitted. It will save the student a lot of work, 
ind save even more time for the man who has 
0 read his essays. 

Church offices have notoriously bad type- 
writing machines. They are often the junk that 
1obody else wants. In a fifty year ministry I 
sot my first brand new machine two years 
igo. That also has been a waste of time. 

Most ministers discover early how import- 
int the mail is as a publicity medium, The 
1ektograph is soon discarded as a messy and 
nadequate duplicating device. Perhaps the 
heapest mimeograph sheets often turns out 
obs hardly legible. The reader labors through 
he letter if he is a lot interested; but more 
yften he does not. It is love’s labor lost. The 
yest is not good enough. The church office 
vhich sends out better duplicated letters than 
he business men send out, elevates the social 
tanding of the church. 
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However, the most important thing about 
a church office is its records.“The young fel- 
low with a church of a hundred members can 
carry nearly everthing in his memory. Once 
I could have called off the street addresses of 
all my members. But to what purpose? The 
memory should never be cluttered up with 
the less essential. 

My record system grew this way. I first be- 
gan carrying file cards when I called on new 
people. After I left the house and when I was 
in the car, I wrote down the most important 
information that I had secured. This made me 
more careful to lead conversations around to 
the essentials. The card soon showed the age 
of the children, the occupation of the father, 
the churches the family had been in and the 
skills that they possessed. It indicated the 
peperess I had made in securing new mem- 
ers. Back to these cards we have gone for 
a lot of things. Do we want to enlarge the 
choir? The card file tells us where to go. Do 
we want to improve the Sunday School, here 
are the people who have once been teachers 
or still are. Do we want new members? Some- 
times with the card file before me, I have 
gotten a good class together with the tele- 
phone. 

In my office is a route list. I do not very 
often canvass right down the street, for my 
rule is never to ring a door bell unless I have 
an important reason to disturb the people 
within. I long ago quit making calls just “to 
fix up my fences.” ; 

However, my finance committee wants just 
such a file, and right now, in our building: 
drive, it is the heart of the business. Some- 
times I use it to organize an afternoon’s work 
the best, locating nearby families through the | 
file. 

We card-index four thousand individuals. 
The cradle roll superintendent has an index 
of over a hundred babies and little children. 
The mother of the baby gets a list of the books 
in the public library that might make her a — 
better mother. The baby gets a greeting on 
each birthday and in the same envelope the 
mother gets information as to the stage of 


_ mental development to be expected of the 


child at a certain age. How I wish we were 
organized to render this service to every de- 
partment of our church school. We know the 
school grade of every child, six hundred of 
them. From the files it is easy to make a mail- 
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ing list of children twelve to fourteen when 
we organize the pastor’s class each spring to 
prepare children for church membership. 
Though over half of our Sunday School chil- 
dren are from families that have no members 
with us, we now secure about ninety percent 
of our children as members while they still 
attend Sunday School. 

For a long time Sunday schools have had 
class books that recorded the attendance of 
children, and then we have done nothing with 
these records. An inadequate teacher loses a 
whole class, and then we wake up too late. A 
child is sick all winter, and no one from the 
church ever calls. A child who does not ad- 
just is lost. Many schools enroll a hundred 
new. pupils every year, and are the same size 
at the end of the year. The front door is 
wide open, but so is the back door. 

There are card indexes for special prob- 
lems.. One for the aged makes us aware of 
shut-ins and strangers who have come to live 
with their children. In this list are people who 
are alone, and about to run out of money. No- 
where in Protestantism is there an adequate 
facing of the problem of the aged. But we 
are going to try. 

There is an index for college students. These 
hear from us, and show up at church when 
they come home. They come around for voca- 
tional counselling or other kinds of advice. 
We get them together Christmas week for a 
breakfast and recreation. 

_ The counselling requires more than a card. 
My doctor uses a card, and can tell me what 
my blood pressure was ten years ago. He 
would need a file, if he went all over me. In 
my file is the story of five delinquent youths 
who have fa!len afoul of the law this month. 
Here is the story of a dissatisfied wife who 


came around last week to get my approval 
for a contemplated divorce. The file tells what 
dissuaded her. All of these were in church 
this morning with a new look in their eyes. 
I have a file with so much dynamite in it that 
it is kept at home. ; 
In a big cabinet are a lot of files on special 
problems. If a problem is too big for me, I 
write a half dozen ministers to ask what they 
do about this. When the replies come 1n, 
as they usually do, I do not need to plow a 
field that is already plowed. I write experts in 
schools and colleges for ideas on my problems. 
They have been good to me. ee 
When I went into the ministry, J. H. Gilli- 
land at Bloomington, Hl., was a great success 
without an office, and without any parish calls. 
One has to be J. H. Gilliland to run a church 
from a pulpit. I know I could never do it. 
My office grew like Topsy, and just the other 
day I asked a business man to overhaul it. 
Left to the last is the most important aid 
in a church office, and that is a secretary. Long 
before there was any money in the budget, I 
used to ask the Women’s Circle for volun- 
teers who would help a day a week. Women 
liked to do this, as they retained skills they 
did not want to lose. I told the Circle that — 
such a woman was worth a lot more to her 
church than she would be making aprons for _ 
the bazaar. A half dozen new members in a 
church are worth far more, even to the budget, 
than any bazaar. 4 
My secretary keeps me from forgetting ap-— 
pointments and reminds me of duties that I 
only half discerned. I refer to her some of \ 
my policies to get a common sense lay-reac- 
tion to them. She keeps me from making the 
worst mistakes. That is the reason I have 
been able to stay a long time with one churcsh. 


Se 


he) Ge 


Hope thou in God, weary soul, look up; 


His grace is new for each new-born day; 
And come what may He will not forsake. 
So trust in Him all of the way. 


O soul of mine, why art thou cast down? 
God still remembers and cares for you! 

Hope thou in God, in the living God, 
And He will see you through. 


Then fill each passing hour with son 
And walk by faith in His dear light; 

Just trust in Him when the way seems long, 
For God will make things fight. 


cet AQ 5e 
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RUBEN. T. NyYGREN 


COPYREAD 
YOUR SERMONS 


MAJOR CLAUDE RICHMOND, Chaplain Ww 


N PREPARING an occasional sermon for 

publication, I have found myself editing, 
_ Changing, and trying to improve on the 
form in which it was preached. This made 
me feel rather guilty, as I believe my con- 
gregation is entitled to hear my sermon at its 
dest. So, remembering my training in journal- 
ism and work on newspapers, I have tried to 
edit, or rather, coypread my sermons before 
hey are preached. 

The work of the copyreader is to check 
news stories, to cut them to size, as instructed 
by the editor, and to write the heads. While 
writing the heads, or titles, and cutting to 
size are equally important in sermons, it is 
the checking which our sermons most need. 

Midway between editors and reporters, 
opyreaders are lifesavers of both. They wield 
heavy pencils on errors of fact, faults in style, 
Sungled writing, and libelous statements. 
Sometimes a preacher's wife, as his ‘‘best 
‘riend and harshest critic,” copyreads his ser- 
mon for him as it is preached, reporting in a 
post mortem. But the gospel, the good news 
the minister reports is better served when the 
ngenuity and craftsmanship of a good copy- 
reader is exercised on it before it reaches the 
sublic. Those who write and read their ser- 
mons, (or memorize them), have the ad- 
vantage of having the written form before 
hem. My own practice is to write an abstract 
which is distributed at the close of the service 
for the benefit of the hard of hearing and 
shut-ins and for our permanent record, Yet 
sven in outline, or in actual speaking, one 
nay .do much. 

The simplest part of the work is to catch 
errors in fact, in grammar, spelling, etc. The 
‘opyreader also eliminates the trivial, absurd 
ind libelous,—and it is remarkable how much 
of this gets into some sermons. He tries to 
escue the story from stoginess, banalities, set 


orms, and to make it sparkle to catch the at-- 
_ . gard copyright laws as scrupulously as do the 


ention of the reader and hold it. 


To guide in this, most newspapers adopt a_ 


tyle sheet. This is a collection of instruc- 


ions, dealing with style, capitalization, figures, 


sae etc. A few of the specific ‘‘Don’ts” 


terans Home 
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n one sheet show the sort of thing a minister. 


might put in his own “Style Sheet for Ser- 
mons. ; 

Some deal with choice of words, as ‘Do 
not use secure when you mean procure, or 
obtain.’” (Perhaps we should dust. off the 
old Thesaurus.) Another—‘‘Do not use groom 
for bridgroom. A groom is a person who 
cares for horses.’ Or again—‘‘Do not mix 
Latin and English. Do not say “per day,” 
but “a day,” or ‘per diem.” “Do not use 
raise for rear.’ “Do not call a minister a 
divine, or a dead person the deceased.” Some 
even instruct on the correct use of “reverend” 
as an adjective. 

The general instructions are also worth the 
minister's notice and following. From some 
15 or 20 of these we may consider the fol- 
lowing examples: 

“Avoid choppy, disconnected or involved 
sentences, long paragraphs beginning with the 
same word or phrase.” In checking our oral 
composition we need special care here. 

“Avoid ‘fine’ writing, triviality or over-en- 
thusiasm. Write a plain, simple story of what 
happened, using plain, simple words. Sim- 
plicity and brevity give ‘punch.’ Tell your 
story just once; do not repeat.’” How a copy- 
reader would black out a discourse by a 
preacher who simply exhorts and has no 
worthwhile outline for his sermon! 

“Do not use overworked expressions of 
ideas; beware the ‘rubber stamp.’”’ How often 
all of us preachers break this rule! 

“The truth interestingly presented is the 
only story that is worth while, and no effort to 
obtain it is too great. Faking is a newspaper 
crime.” 

Most preachers should benefit from this 
rule, and be much more careful to authenti- 
cate their statements, quotations and illustra- 
tions. Too often a preacher will blithely 
quote as truth, some rumor a trained reporter 
would reject on sight. Not all ministers re- 


papers. Nor are we always careful to give 
credit, or mention the sources of our material. 
It might be well to copyread out most of 
the first-person stories some of us tell on every 
occasion. A congregation gets to wondering 
how everything could happen to that one man 
—and he a preacher. Or they become like 
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the boy who asked his parson parent, “Daddy, 
was that story really true or were you just 
preaching ?” 

Even the rule that a reporter must not 
editoralize is worth considering. He reports 
straight facts and does not give his opinions 
or make deductions from the facts. Sometimes 
in our sermons; it is hard for the congrega- 
tion to be sure what is fact, history, or scrip- 
ture, and just what is merely the preacher's 
opinion or interpretation. 

I am naturally suspicious of a preacher who 
says something always means so and so in 
Bible interpretation, as ‘‘leaven always stands 
for something evil.” For, to me, ‘‘always’’ is 
too big a word for me to use carelessly. Nor 
do I personally like to listen to proof-text 
preaching where the speaker is constantly in- 
terrupting himself to turn to a text to read it. 
A congregation should be able to- trust its 
minister, and the minister his people, to stick 
close to the Bible, without constant proof. 

A story with a plot may be a good example 
of form for a sermon. We may present char- 
acters with a problem, show the obstacles to 
the resolution of the problem, and then take 


the listener along through the ensuing con- 
flict to reach a satisfying conclusion. 

I like a sermon with narration, and not 
merely exposition (in the common sense as a 
form of composition) or, worse yet, all ex- 
clamation. The Bible is a good example, as 
it is a book of life dealing with people and 
their spiritual problems. It is not a book of 
problems with the answers in the back for 
ready reference, to avoid working out the so- 
lution. 

A preacher might well add to his homi- 
letical library some good works on newswrit- 
ing, copyreading, and short story writing. He 
should secure, or make a style sheet by which 
to check himself. If he cannot catch all his 
errors in oral composition, he may write out 
his sermons for a time—or better yet record 
them on a record or wire recorder, or have 
them taken down in shorthand. 

Having set his standards and formed the 
habit of checking all his speaking and writ- 
ing, he will find it becomes second nature to 
follow his rules subconsciously, and notice er- 
rors as a trained musician detects a discord. 


=r 


HORSES AND CHARIOTS OF FIRE 


The higher Powers will aid us 


In this momentous 


hour. 


They'll vindicate the righteous cause 
’Gainst every evil power. 


The day by seers and prophets 
So often shadowed forth, 

Will come when truth and righteousness 
Will flourish on the earth. 


So long by clouds o' ershadowed 
We've lived in doubt and fear; 

Lift up your heads, ye faithful ones, 
Redemption draweth near! 


Where wrong has been triumphant 
And cruel oppression reigned, 

Where hateful and vindictative men 
Their purposes have gained, 


New standards will be lifted, 


And men again will bless 
The triumph Be the King of Kings, 
“The Lord, our Righteousness.” 


There'll be a new awakening, 
A tidal wave of grace; 
And multitudes of reckless men 
His mercy will embrace. 


This, no fond rehearsal 

To quiet our dismay; - 
It is the rule of history 

Repeating in our day. 


II Kings 4:15-17. 
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THOMAS VOADEN 


The eee Columns 


Next of Kin 


HIL MANN, who edits the trim little 
house-organ. The York Trade Com- 
positor, hits many a bent nail with his 

adroit editorial hammer, upon their errant 
heads, but never more squarely than in his 
February issue. 

Says Mann, “Ganged with other world- 
shaking items, on the front page of our 
morning paper, we found a couple of sticks 
devoted to the National Clam Eating Contest 
at Atlantic City. Last year’s Champ won prac- 
tically in a walk by ingesting only 96 clams. 
One and a half inches on an inside page was 
deemed enough to report 21 RCAF Pilots 
killed in transport wreck. One cannot help 
applauding the nice sense of balance evident 
in such editing. However, even with news- 
print hard to secure, we wish that we had been 
told whether the next of kin of each clam 
had been notified before the story was re- 
leased.” 

That “nice sense of balance” is typical of 
this day as of few others I can recall. Nor are 
the editors of the daily press, alone, the un- 
certain possessors, for that “balance” offends 
the sensitive nostril no matter which way it is 
turned, and raises the question of the sanity 
of our collective mind, if any. 

While clam eating contests go front page 
along with Stromboli’s recent son and Rita’s 
broken-legged Prince, Bach gives place to Be- 
bop. Blue-stained potatoes snub the good old- 
fashioned spud. Votes weigh more than vital- 
ity, national or individual. The red of the 
stripes are only herrings which leave the U. S. 
patriot both white and blue. What was once 
government by the people becomes government 
of the people. Modesty has turned out to be 
sex. The old dime-novel has become not only 
respectable, but the big “box” for radio and 
movie alike, and worst of all, possibly behind 
all, the pulpit becomes the popular rostrum. 
How long since you preached on “Sin?” 
How long since you preached on “‘Justifica- 
‘tion?” How long since “The Blood of the 
Lamb” was your sermon theme? Why haven't 
you used them more? Are they of less import 
‘than vour ideas, or those of some recent book, 
on “How to Be Popular?” Has the same “nice 
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sense of balance’’ crept, stealthily, into the pul- 
pit which crept into the editorial office of 
Mann's newspaper? 

If our pulpits are guilty of front-paging 
spiritual Clam Eating Contests and back-pag- 
ing the tragedy on Golgotha, surely the 
church's next of kin should be notified, which 
hardly solves the balance question after all, 
for the poser still remains, “Who is its next 
of kin?” 


To Match Our Times 


HE distinguishing mark of the church 
has always been its life, not its archi- 
tecture, liturgy, nor its organization. 

The early followers of Jesus were the “called 
out’”’ ones, those called out of the world into 
the fellowship of their Lord. To match our 
tee the church must display that type of 
ife. 

The answer to man’s deepest longings is 
exactly what the church offers. The world has 
always been hostile to the life enjoined by 
Jesus. We have spoken about His leadership — 
but fail to see that we need Him in our indi- 

~vidual lives and problems. Nations bog down 
in settling their problems because they make 
much of the teachings of Jesus but fail to see 
that He is the answer to all the problems that 
face us. 

Failing to see in the followers of Jesus, in 
His day, the spirit of genuine worth, the 
friendly critic, Frederic Amiel, was led to say, 
‘In order to see Christianity, one must for- 
get almost all the Christians.” 

In its life the church rebukes the world, 
and in its Christian services it leaves worldly 
men baffled by deeds of heroism. Selfishness 
and greed are dispelled before the kindly min- 
istry of Jesus. Jericho’s rich merchant was 
led to distribute his goods when he met the 
Master. It is that type of life that the world 
cannot understand,—and yet it is that kind of 
life, generated in the Church, that will match 
an age that greedily reaches for power. That 
type of life may have many facets, but its 
essence is found in the teachings of Him 
Who said it was necessary for man to have a 
new bitth—_W. Franklin Harkey. 
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King’s English 
E OF THE ministry hardly consider 
Webster an authority on things 
ecclesiastic. Yet his definition of 
Prayer might startle us to note how far we have 
left him behind with our modern thought, or 
lack of it, in the matter of proper Prayer. 

Webster says-that Prayer is the offering of 
adoration, confession, supplication and thanks- 
giving to God. Reduced to its bare essentials, 
that does constitute Prayer. 

Pick up and study your last printed prayer. 
It may be the one your congregation ‘e- 
peated” with you “in unison” last Sunday. 
~ To you, deep in worshipful contemplation 
in your study, that prayer was more than vain 
mouthings, as it unfolded under your pen. 
Your heart was in it. Your soul was in com- 
munion with God. Your spirit was exalted. 
You were deeply moved as you wrote. You 
even went back to change a word, here and 
there, to increase its beauty of form. Before 
handing it to your printer, to be included in 
the weekly service program, you touched it 
up further. It was beautifully written. You 
were not unaware of that fact. 

But now, today, as you read it over in the 
light of Webster's simple definition, you begin 
to wonder. You knew a sense of adoration, 
when you wrote it, which is difficult, if not 
impossible, to feel in your reading it now. 
Your sense of guilt and sin seems to have 
wholly vanished from the words before your 
eyes. Your supplication is vaguely abstract 
and formless. Your thanksgiving is totally 
submerged beneath the sparkling surface of 
your vocabulary. 

Then you may wonder whether you ad- 
dressed that prayer to your God or your con- 
gregation, and you question whether, in the 
elevation of your thought, as you wrote, you 
strove for elevation and elegance of diction 
as a medium of conveyance for the prayer. 
You wanted that prayer, “in unison,” to adorn 
your morning service, as you know it did 
adorn your morning program. But you wrote 
it as a ‘Prayer in unison.” You asked the 
parishioners present at the service to read it 
with you, as part of the service, as a prayer of 
their own, but did they feel it—in unison? 
Did it rise from their hearts as directly and 
surely as it had risen from yours? and then, 
through their ‘sight-reading’ of the small 
type on the program, was that prayer directed 
toward the throne of Grace? 

_ As you read it now, do you find the 
thought it contains, clear, and simple, and 
easy to grasp, so that it might in truth have 
been. a prayer ‘“‘in unison,” from the little old 
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lady with failing eyes, over in that dark cor- 
ner, to the erudite judge, third pew center? 
Did you write it in a language all could in- 
stantly comprehend, as they faltered through 
their first reading of it with you? or would it 
be recognized by your people as a lovely, — 
ornate, figurative writing, but quite beyond 
the instant comprehension as “sight reading?” 
_ You and I stand horror-struck before the 
Lama arid his prayer wheel. What mockery 
of “adoration, confession, supplication and 
thanksgiving” is that wheel spinning ‘in the 
wind. It is unspeakable that a worshipper's 
mind could be so simple. And yet, without 
breaking step or altering the direction of our 
wanderings, we, too, are often attendant upon 
our own prayer wheels. Prayers can become so 
utterly mechanical and superficial as to be 
greater worship of the King’s English than of 
the Kings’ King. 

Unless a minister present his prayer in hu- 
mility of spirit and word alike, and do so in 
a language understood by his people, it is 
possible if not probable, that he has no prayer 
to render and resorts to elaborate and involved 
writing to conceal that lack. 

As you preach “over the heads of your 
people, so may you pray ‘over their heads.” 

What fails to find the head must assuredly 
fail to find the heart of man or God. 


Pentecost 


O blessed Pentecost of God, 
Day of the Spirit's glad descent; 
Upon us may the blessing fall 
As at that first divine event. 

The promise of our Saviour prove 
In holy life and heavenly love. 


God grant to each a Pentecost, 

A flame of fire, a tongue of praise, 
A power to witness to the truth;:- - 
A light to guide us all our days. 
Blest Spirit of the Father given, 
The earnest of our hope in heaven. 


Repeat the wonders of that hour, 
The promise of Thy Word fulfill; 
Bless us who wait before Thee now, 
And seek to know Thy holy will. 
Make of our hearts Thy loved abode, 
Come blessed Holy Ghost of God. - 
(May be sung to tune St. Catherine) 
—Claude L. Heilenman. 
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LAE. CHUORCH 


AT WORK 


The Church Needs Ministers 


The Commission on the MINISTRY of the 
Federal Council of Churches has completed a 
survey or study of 1978 ministerial (candi- 
dates) students. These men came from all 48 
states and represented 20 denominations, study- 
ing in 57 theological schools and church- 
related colleges. 

Conclusions reached should be valuable— 


1. Churches are alarmed at the shortage of min- 
isters; the lack felt most keenly by denominations 
with high educational entrance requirements. There 
must be more trained ministers, or religious leader- 
ship will devolve upon untrained persons, especially 
of the new sects. The shortage is most pronounced 
in rural areas. 


2. The pastor more than any other person in- 
fluences young men to enter the ministry. Thirty-four 
per cent of the students were influenced in their 
choice of life-work by their pastors. Ministers and 
laymen, aware of the need for ministers, must solve 
this matter. Results of the college teacher and the 
Sunday School teacher were disappointing, and much 
more could and should be done by these influential 
leaders during impressionable years. Although 
young men become interested in the ministry during 
high school years, there was little evidence that their 
‘teachers give them help; 2.3 per cent of the study 
credited their decision to enter the ministry to 
teachers. 

3. Missionaries who visit congregations perhaps 
once a year, and evangelists who seldom come, were 
given 10.7 per cent of the credit for the decisions 
to enter the ministry; College teachers and Sunday 
School teachers who see them daily and every week 
were given 10.8 per cent. Missionaries and evangel- 
ists offer a challenge to young men to consecrate 
their lives to a life of difficult service in hard places. 

4. More meetings and more organizations will 
probably not result in more recruits for the ministry; 
the secret lies with the pastor and parents, in a 
wholesome religious home life and an understanding 
and sympathetic pastor. 

5: Boys are not kept out of the ministry by girl 
friends, by low salaries, nor by parental objection; 
they are not entering the ministry because there is no 

idance, no one to offer the challenge.. Approximately. 

1/3 of them, 32.1%, do not feel prepared. 

1/5 of them, 19.5%, lack guidance. 

1/5 of them, 20.8%, do not know the church needs 
them, and they do not know enough about a min- 


ister’s work. 
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_No one seems to be working, seriously, at the job 
of guiding young men into the ministry of the 
Christian Church. 

6. All seem to agree that God must call young 
men to the ministry, yet we do not have enough min- 
asters! This does not mean that God is neglecting 
His work; rather, we are failing in our responsibility 
to interpret the Call to young men. 

7. Most of the 1978 ministerial candidates said 
their “call” was not a single event, or a sudden 
revelation, but a continuing conviction. and educa- 
tional process. 

8. As a young man is led to see the need of men 
and society for Christ, and is shown how 4e person- 
ally can serve mankind in this need, he responds; 
that is, he accepts God’s call. 

9. Nearly two-thirds, 63%, became interested in 
the ministry before completing high school courses, 
hence the task of guiding is largely one for the home 
and the Church, because the age of the boys limits 
their “guidance-contacts’” to parents and home, the 
church, teachers and schoolmates. : 

10. Ministerial candidates do wot come from 
exceptional parentage, nor homes of professional 
people only; they come from any home, any area, 
from homes of farmers, tradesmen, skilled workers, 
merchants,—and fishermen; homes like yours and 
mine. 


National Family Week 
May 7 through May 14 


The theme is ‘God Works Through Homes,’ 
and is based on the belief that “the family has 
ptimary responsibility for the religious nur- 
ture of children” as announced by Rev. R..E. 
Lentz, chairman of the Inter-Council Commit- 
tee on Christian Family Life, Int’l Council of 
Rel. Education, sponsoring the challenge among 
Protestants. ‘Influences of the home create the 
foundation of character, morality, and reli- 
gious faith.” oa roe 

Suitable material is available from the above 
organization to help families and churches in 
this plan— ~ ete 

Two leaflets at 2c each are— 

Your Home and National Family Week 

How the Church may Cooperate . 
One leaflet. at 5c each 18 seme) 4) 

Pages of Power for Home Religion” 
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Additional helps are available through de- 
nominational headquarters, and councils of 
churches throughout the country. The Int'l 
Council of Rel. Education may be addressed at 
206 South Michigan, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


Family Strategy Conference 
July 16 through July 23. 

A conference to develop strategy for Chris- 
tian education of some 15 million Protestant 
families is planned for Lake Geneva, Wiscon- 
sin, from July 16 through July 23, according 
to a news release from the director of adult 
work and family education of the Int'l. Council 
of Rel. Ed. Some 140 delegated leaders, the 
“who’s who” of the church and home move- 
ment, are scheduled to participate in the 8-days 
of planning and work. Detailed information 
regarding this conference may be secured from 
Rev. Richard E. Lentz, Intl. Council, 206 
South Michigan, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


True Pattern of Motherhood 


“When I left our country in 1917 for a six 
months’ stay abroad and prolonged the absence 
to nearly 14 years, there was no Mother’s Day, 
and I do not recall knowing how Mother’s 
Day got started, but in those distant years, chil- 
dren were brought up to respect their parents. 
Most of us even loved our parents and it was 
quite usual for children to obey their parents. 

“Progressive education had not yet en- 
lightened us to believe that the child was more 
correct than his elders, that experience was a 
negligible quality and that the child had rights 
which the parents might not question. 

“In those remote times we lived in families 
consisting of one father, one mother and quite 
a number of children. Nobody sprouted wings 
particularly, on special days, but there was a 
way of life that everyone seemed to take for 
granted. And mom was usually the guardian 
of that way of life, and nobody answered back. 
... And so, my aged mother, I salute you in 
your very old age. You may never have heard 
of pancake finish, nor have had your name in 
a gossip column, but I have never seen you 
drunk, nor have you shamed our household 
because you had to live your own life. 

“You brought God into our home and taught 
us to live in His shadow, to love and respect 
the right, to seek truth, to try to be just, to walk 
through this world humbly. God bless you!— 
George E. Sokolsky. 
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The Pastor’s “Face to Face” Sermons 


Henry Ward Beecher said: “The longer I 
live, the more confidence I have in those ser- 
mons preached where one man is the minister 
and one man is the congregation; where there — 
is no question as to who is meant when the 
preacher says, ‘Thou art the man!’ ” 

Bossouet, the great French preacher, once 
said; It. requires more faith and courage to 
say two words face to face with one single 
sinner than from the pulpit to rebuke two or 
three thousand persons, ready to listen to 
everything, on condition of forgetting all. 

Henry Clay Trumbull said: “Reaching one 
person at a time is the best way of reaching 
all the world in time.” 

John 1:41-42 says: “He first findeth his own 
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus.— 
Civic Bulletin, Albany, N. Y. 


Magazine for Parents 
Magazine for Children 


If you have not ordered a sample copy, of — 
“The Christian Parent” to acquaint yourself 
and your patent-members with the publication, 
we urge you to do so.. ‘The Christian Parent” 
and ‘“My Chum’, a magazine for children, may — 
be ordered from The Christian Education Co., 
Highland, Ill. You will find the announcement 
in this issue of The Expositor, as well as for- ~ 
mer issues. 


Freedoms Foundation . 


Pastors who have inquired about FREE- 
DOMS Foundation, Inc., Valley Forge, Penn- 
sylvania, established to rally the American 
people to defend and extend the spirit and — 
philosophy of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, should write direct to the foundation, 
above address, and enclose a stamped, addressed 
envelope. A list of classifications for the 1950 — 
Awards,—including Sermons, Commencement — 
or Baccalaureate addresses, Editorials, Maga- — 
zine Articlés, etc.—relating to the American — 
Way of Life, may be secured by writing to the © 
Foundation. 3 

Freedoms Foundation has one goal, to rally — 
the American pene to defend and extend the — 
spirit and philosophy of the Constitution and — 
the Bill of Rights, and to help check and — 
reverse the rapid encroachment upon indivi- 
dual liberty and freedom through concentration — 
of power in centralized government. - ae 
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Pentecost, the Birthday 
of the Christian Church 


_ Chapters 14 and 15 of John’s Gospel narra- 
tive are the basis for the season of joy during 
Whitsuntide, the celebration of the coming of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts, Chapters 2 and 3) which 
is the birthday of the Christian Church. Could 
there be a formula for the cure of fear and 
foreboding which has overtaken the human 
face more potent than the study of John, chap- 
ters 14 and 15, and Acts, chapters 2 and 37 

How many of us have taken the promises 
and events in the above narratives at face 
value? How many of us are ready and resolved 
to rest our faith and hope in the keeping of 
the Holy Spirit now? Jesus said, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

(John 6:37)—F. D. Conwell. 


Four Types of Church Members 


The TIRED, always too tired to attend wor- 
ship services or render service in the name of 
the Church. 

The TIRESOME, who render service so 
grudgingly that they make everyone else weary. 

The RETIRED, who simply disappear from 
the ranks of the active services of the Church. 
True, they spend time and energy in making 
up excuses for their acceptance of blessings 
without service in return, but their retiring 
course continues. 

The TIRELESS, who constitute the ascend- 
ing Church of Jesus Christ, and everyone added 
to their ranks is an unending blessing to the 
Church, and a joy to the Lord. The tireless 
workers are the hands and feet of the Lord, 
those who count not hours but privilege to 
carry out the Will of God among men. 

Let us take inventory, and classify ourselves 
individually in the ranks where we belong, 
and with the grace of God move our classifi- 
cation into the ranks where God needs us.— 
Church Chimes, Shreveport, La. 


Chewy Party Favors 


“A corral with 2 or 3 animals standing in- 
side makes an unusual party favor’, says Ida 
M. Pardue, “and it doubles for a candy cup, 
because the corral is made of chewing gum, and 
the animals are cookies, pressed into small 

drops so they will stand erect. 
- “Slip the wrappers from four sticks of chew- 
ing gum, and place them end to end, forming 
a square at each guest’s plate. Press the animal 
cookies into the gum drops so they will stand 
erect, and place inside the square. 
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“A large corral made from several packages 
of gum may be used for a centerpiece, and 
may contain a watering trough made with gum 
bars.” —The Christian Advocate. 


Lord’s Acre Auction 


Now is the time to make plans for Lord’s 
Acre Auctions. Careful planning will develop 
enthusiasm on the part of children and adults, 
and lay the foundation for group fellowship 
that no amount of preaching or class work 
would do. Plans will include provision for 
land, fertilizers, working tools, transportation, 
seeds, available time for definite schedules so 
supervision may be given. It requires prayer 
and dedication as well as payer and supervision. 
The Lord’s Acre plan is good for everyone 
because it is a realistic experience. of working 
WITH God, who gives the rain, the sunshine, 
and the increase. 


Tracts 


Tracts serve in countless instances where per- 
sonal contact is impossible, and should be in- 
cluded in mailings, in programs, announce- 
ments, and distributed systematically to the 
membership, and to all unchurched in the com- 
munity. 

“The Rescue” is the title of a new tract re- 
lating the true story of how the Cunard liner 
Britannic saved two men from a sinking vessel; 
another is “What Kind of a God have You?” 
by. Dr. George Wells Arms, 8-page-folder, 
using Scripture quotations from the Confrater- 
nity (Roman Catholic) Edition of the N.T. 
and deals with the question of purgatory. The 
American Tract Society Inc., 21 West 46th 
Street, N. Y. 19, N. Y. will be delighted to 
send information about available tracts. 


Speaking in Public 

Men who desire to improve their manner 
and method of speaking (and this includes 
preaching) may still secure copies of Arthur 
Stevens Phelps’ book, “Speaking in Public”, 
written as the result of a half century of train- 
ing and experience in this field. The books are 
cloth bound, 232 pages including Bibliography, 
and may be had from The Expositor, East Au- 
rora, N. Y., for $1.25, including postage, while 
the stock lasts. If you have a recording ma- 
chine, you will be able to measure the improve- 
ment in your speaking. 
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Radio Script Writing 

Radio playwrights have an exciting challenge 
before them in writing scripts for the new 
seties of “They Lived The Word’, and free 
lance writers across the nation are urged to try 
their talents at this interesting work. 

While sample scripts are available to professional 
writers on request, certain basic standards are de- 
manded for these programs: The plays, “at present, 
are devoted to Biblical subjects, featuring the lives 
of great figures in both Old and New Testaments. 
Later plays based on the lives of great figures in 
church history will be used. The voice of Jesus is 
never used on “They Lived The Word”, such pas- 
sages being read by the narrator. Otherwise, imag- 
ination is encouraged and even fictional scenes in 
keeping with the intrinsic value of the characters in 
the Scriptures. 

Every effort is made to make the weekly programs 
as alive and exciting as possible, replete with epi- 
sodes that capture the average listener to other types 
of radio theater. Dialogue is fairly modern in char- 
acter, yet must maintain a level in keeping with the 
reverent impulse motivating each program, and must 
be designed to be replayed after broadcast in various 
churches for Sunday School groups. Scripts should 
be twenty-eight minutes in length to allow for open- 
ing and closing announcements by local radio sta- 
tions and church organizations. Revisions may have 
to be made in scripts accepted after they are read by 
the religious leaders who criticize the Scriptural 
content of “They Lived The Word’, and the script 
writing committee of Radio Church Associates. 

Many writers, including the playwriting de- 
partments of several colleges, have requested 
information on ‘They Lived The Word’, and 
other writers are urged to follow their example. 
Inquiries should be addressed to Ben C. Sweet, 
Editor, Radio Church Associates, 145 State 


Street, Springfield, Mass. 


Marks of a Good Church Member 


C-oming regularly to worship God. 

H-aving time to witness for Christ. 

R-eading only the best literature. 

I-nsisting on the highest spiritual standards. 

S-erving where the need ts greatest. 

T-ithing or contributing in proportion to 
income. Gordon Pratt Baker. 


The 5-Minute Rule 


When I was a child we had a “5-minute 
rule” in our home. We all had to be ready for 
school, or any other absence, five minutes 
before we actually had to leave. 

We were a large family and that extra 5- 
minutes was prayer time for Mother and us 
children, The place of prayer was wherever 
Mother happened to be when we were all 
ready to leave. Sometimes it was in the 
kitchen, other times the living room or bed- 
room, or even out on the porch. But, we all 
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knelt down while Mother asked a blessing on 
each of us individually and thanked the Lord 
for His provision for us; often all of our names 
were spoken and some special blessing asked 
for each. 

If a neighborhood child dropped in to walk 
to school with us (and neighbors often did in 
those days) they were included in our prayer 
circle, too. When the prayer was finished there 
camé'a Kiss for each, and we were off. 

Those were 5-IMPORTANT-MINUIES to 
each of us! 

— Adelaide Blanton, in 
“Church Chimes”, Shreveport, La. 


Duties and Rights 


In preparation for the observance of the 
birthday of our Nation, and that of Labor Day, 
the Church, as the champion of justice for all 
individual citizens, should emphasize duties of 
citizens, as well as rights, of members of our 
social and economic structure. It is important 
that leaders recognize that the so-called “Amer- 
ican Way of Life’ is based on the economy of 
the nation, that is “How people earn their 
living, and how much they earn in exchange ~ 
for perfoming honest duties and service.” Too 
many of us have been led to believe that a 
living may be secured without honest return 
in work, responsibility, and loyalty, and if that ~ 
can not be secured through force from the 
existing economy (business and industry), it 
can be secured from the government. 

Let us remember at all times that “The © 
United States Government” is you, you, you — 
and I, and that the bills are paid out of indi- 
vidual earnings, whether you and I pay them, 
or whether they are paid out of the company 
profits where we work. Wages and profits are 
possible only through the cooperation of those 
who accept the responsibility for organizing — 
and setting up a business, risk their abilities, 
time, and money; and those who do the as- 
signed work to make the business function. 
The aims and goals of both sides are the same; _ 
loyalty, honesty, and justice on both sides make ~ 
earnings possible, whether it is called wages. 
or profits. Both are necessary in any successful | 
enterprise. se 

To insure the understanding and perform- 
ance of both duties and rights in our complex 
economic setup, the Church should: 


“1. Emphasize that God is the owner of all things, 
from abilities, health, materials, on—that man is the — 
steward of these God-given resources,—that man is 
responsible to God for an accounting of that stew-_ 
ardship, whether he directs an enterprise or carries 
out directions. ; 
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& Emphasize that God created every man, and that 
his station in any economic Organization is impor- 
tant only where the welfare of this individual man 
is_ concerned, whether he occupies the executive's 
office, or whether he carries the mop and pail to 
clean the floor. If the individual is treated with 
honesty and consideration, in return for duties as- 
signed to him and honestly carried out, both sides 
maintain their dignity and Divine rights. 

3. Emphasize the dignity of labor (work) as a 
blessing to man, whether we work with hand, brain, 
or heart. Too many of us have unwittingly slipped 
into the mistaken way of thinking that only those 
who work in factories, mines, shops, roads, étc., are 
laborers. A little thought will show even those who 
enjoy being hoodwinked that management and owner- 
ship of any enterprise means work, and if it is not 
attended to, conscientiously and honestly, there is 
no enterprise to employ wage-earners. __ 

4. Emphasize that service to mankind, through 
labor, is the real test of the value of any enterprise. 

5. Emphasize always that the cure for selfishness, 
greed, and lack of consideration for fellow-men, 
which factors are the source of most of our troubles 
in any sphere of life, is the Christian spirit of reali- 
zation that “we are our brother’s keeper’ in partner- 
ship and cooperation with God, the Father and 
Creator of all men. 

4 6. Insist that the individual is the important 
factor in industry, as in every other phase of life. 

7. Urge capable and conscientious leaders in both 
phases of enterprise to set a good example to others, 
by honestly reporting facts regarding investments, 
loyalty, achievement and its rewards, not only to 
encourage individuals directly engaged in it, but to 
win the support and esteem of those who may be 
tempted to use shady and degrading methods in the 
hope of greater gain. 

8. Use the Church to build understanding, good- 
will and cooperation, based on God’s love of His 


faithful, ignoring factors involving income, social 


position, or family connections. 

9. Protest the use of force, violence and destruc- 
tion of property, by either side in any industrial 
dispute. 

10. Be ready and willing to give assistance in 
arranging for conferences among groups to promote 
understanding, consideration for persons and their 
needs, and good will as taught by Jesus Christ. Re- 
frain from announcing decisions as to blame; patti- 
sanship is not a function of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 

11. Encourage forums, study groups, recreational 
groups, in order to assist in the recognition of the 
individual, as a person, not as a manager or em- 
ployee. Fellowship and understanding solves any 
problem. 

12. Challenge the strong and capable to assume 
some of the burdens of those less gifted, thus dis- 
charging their obligations as good and faithful 
stewards in their relationship to God. 

13. Emphasize duties, rather than rights. One 
prominent pastor says: “One of the spiritual weak- 
messes of our time, from which many of our social 
problems progressively multiply, comes from the 
debilitating notion in the minds of people who lack 
thinking power, and which has almost gained sanc- 
tity, is that they can rest back upon things called 
“Rights.” If men understand and do their DUTY, 
Rights take care of themselves, and there is no 
sroblem. 

"14. Confront all men with the standard set by 
Jesus Christ, which is the one and only satisfying 
epee of any individual human being. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MOTION 
PICTURE INDUSTRY 


In an OPEN LETTER TO THE MOTION PIC- 
TURE INDUSTRY, the March issue of CHRIS. 
TIAN HERALD declares, ‘‘We know of no other 
business—whether in the industrial, professional 
or recreational field—whose policymakers would 
dare to descend to the stupidity of exploiting 
the moral turpitude of its representatives. Even 
in the realm of professional sports, when an 
individual offends against the basic decencies he 
1S promptly scuttled. And when a_ business 
exists, as does yours, on the good will of its 
public and upon the public’s opinions of those 
whom you want to make into heroes and idols of 
youth, the offense becomes doubly defamatory to 
your best interests. 

“A Robert Mitchum can spend his  off-the- 
screen time in a marijuana den, sneer at his 
accusers, get thrown into prison— and emerge a 
trumpeted hero. An Errol Flynn can flaunt his 
misdoings in the face of the public, go to court 
on a statutory rape charge—and your exploi- 
tation people work themselves into a lather try- 
ing to elevate him as an idol for bobby-soxers 

- A Rita Hayworth can gallivant for months 
across Europe with a married man while you 
publicize to the limit her pictures and attempt 
to make her goings-on with the Aly Kahn an 
idyl of love . . . An Ingrid Bergman can for- 
sake her innocent daughter and fine husband, 
go to an Italian isle and engage in grossest 
adultery with her married director, bear an 
illegitimate son, and out of this sordid affair 
the two defiers of the moral law bring out a 
film whose very title is a reminder of this mess 
—and what do you do? Endeavor by the gaudi- 
est exploitation to make capital out of it! 


“No wonder we and millions like us are fed 
up. And no wonder that you are now getting 
the worst press in your history. 


“This completely crass and conscienceless at- 
tempt to reap box-office benefits from so tawdry 
an affair is a slap in the face for decent Ameri- 
cans and we prophesy that you will in time, if 
you have not already, come to regard your 
treatment of it as a blunder of first magnitude. 

“But even more than just the blunder, it is 
the thinking behind such exploitation that is so 
grossly insulting to the American public! It says 
to all of us: “Here is what Hollywood thinks of 
us, its customers; here is the kind of people the 
movie moguls think we are.” 


“We've insisted all along that Hollywood, so 
far from being a cesspool of sin and vice, is 
comprised for the most part of sincere, hard- 
working, decent people, whose daily lives are a 
denial of all that this flagrancy by the few 
represents. 


“Gentlemen, you haven’t helped us much in 
putting this truth across! Instead, you allow 
the hopheads, the drunks, the wife-traders, the 
reefer-smokers and flagrant philanderers to repre- 
sent the colony. We insist that this is stupid 
showmanship, to say nothing of putrid morals! 

“You are well aware that adolescents, and 
some foolish adults, make quite a game of 
imitating their favorite stars. You've carefully 
fostered that; the creation of such avid fans 
makes for good box-office. But when a star in 
his private life flaunts all the moralities, and 
not only is allowed by the studio to get away 
with it but has his peccadillos ballyhooed to the 
skies for the sake of box-office, can’t you see 
what you are doing to young people too im- 
mature to look beyond superficial glamour and 
to appraise the actor for what he is? Can't 
you see how you are shaking the moral stability 
of youth by your tacit endorsement of infidelity, 
illegitimacy and moral turpitude? 

“The stars are not “merely private citizens” 
as some among you would now like to claim. 
They owe their high station and_ their high 
salaries to public support, And if they are un- 
willing to govern their lives in accordance with 
accepted moral standards, then let them get out 
—or be kicked out—of the rewards. That they 
have been neither expulsed nor disciplined is a 
sign of the illness that seems to possess your 
business.” Christian Herald Association 


Page 169 


Just Common Horse Sense 

A 4-page tract, in miniature size, with the 
above title is available from Continental Press 
260 N. 3rd Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. Written 
by Fred Cowell, it gives common sense reasons 
why people must go to Church and become 
“addicted” to Jesus Christ, in order to get the 
most out of life’ Why not order some from 
the Continental Press. ? 


Fanny Crosby Memorial Home 


The Fanny Crosby Memorial Home for Aged 
is located on Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut. 


They Go To Church 


A 20-page booklet, pockette size, containing 
the names of 20 Nationally known citizens, 
with personal testimony on why ‘They go to 
Church”, published by Concordia Publishing 
Company, 10c each, will be used widely for 
distribution to organizations connected with 
local churches throughout the country. We 
predict that it will be equally well received in 
service clubs, young people’s organizations. The 
names include J. Edgar Hoover, Harold E. 
Stassen, William E. Devin, Mary T. Mensel, 
all identified as to location and profession. 


An Anniversary Thought 


When the Rev. William Porkess observed 
his 30th Anniversary in the ministry, 1919- 
1949, at that time Rector of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., he made the fol- 
lowing announcement, repeated here as a pos- 
sible source of inspiration, hope and courage 
to fellow-ministers. 


COMPULSORY ACCOUNTING 
"Every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God.” 
1919 ‘ Fi 7 < ‘ 1949 
The above words of Scripture dominate my mind, 


as I think of March 1st, 1949—the THIRTIETH 
Anniversary of my Rectorship. 


40 National Groups to Work for 
Improved Standards in Entertainment 


This announcement in “The Public and Edu- 
cation”, published by the Nat’! Education 
Ass’n.,»1201,.16th St., N-W., Washington 6, 
D. C., for LEADERS in American Life, Feb- 
ruary, 1950, issue, will interest every minister. 
The article says: 

“Leaders of parents, youth-serving groups, 
and mass media associations, aroused over the 
diet of comics, radio, television and movie pro- 
grams which are being offered to children, 
announced the formation of a national joint 
committee, Youth and Mass Media, Inc., to 
wage a campaign to improve the standards of 
these programs.” 

“The formation of Youth and Mass Media 
is the outcome of a movement initiated 15 
months ago by the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, who called the meeting in 
Washington, . . . and representatives of more 
than 40 national organizations responded. 


Recording of Sermon on the Mount, 
As Read by Stewart Robb 


Subscribers interested in recordings for 
group use are advised to secure information 
about Pysamid’s new 33 1/3 RPM recording 
of “The Sermon on The Mount,” as read by 
Oxford scholar-author Stewart Robb. 

“An original score was composed for this 


first-ever-made recording in unbreakable vino-- 
lite; the reverse side carries an excerpt from 


Hariet H. Dallas’ Life of Jesus, ‘Our Friend 
from Bethlehem’, as read by her daughter, and 
accompanied by Gregorian chants and organ.” 
The address of Pyramid Records is 1650 
Broadway, New York, New York, or, Pyramid 


> 
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Records, Boulevard Gardens, Woodside, L. I. 


Fulfill Thy Ministry 


ms 


A three-day conference of ministers at the 
Missouri Valley, Iowa, “Timothy Preaching 
Rally” concerned itself with the theme: “Ful-_ 
fill Thy Ministry’’ based on II Tim. 2-4, and 
topics discussed were reported as— < § 


Under the spell of this thinking I must not, 
finally, listen to my friends, nor to my critics. 

Friends can be wonderfully kind and appreciative, 
but even their best judgment is too imperfect, to be 
relied upon. 

Critics I may regard as strikingly constructive, but 
they are themselves too far away from perfection, to 
be confidently followed. 

If, then, I am to be clear in my outlook, what 
shall I do? Simply one thing—constantly to remem- 
ber that, ultimately, God will make the accounting. 
I am responsible to Him, and to Him alone. Be- 
tween now and then, however, the Divine Accountant 
assures me of His strength and guidance. On these 
two fundamentals I humbly and firmly take my stand. 

Affectionately, 
WILLIAM PORKESS. 


The Message of the Preacher 
The Necessity for Preachers 

The Education of the Preacher 
The Faithful Preacher 

The Challenge of Preaching | 
The Conduct of the Preacher “— 
The Preacher and Sound Doctrine : 
The Dangers of Preaching 
The Glory of Preaching. 
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Employees Admire the Man for Whom They Work, and Let the World Know It 


DVERTISING teflects the thinking of Business. Does it also reflect a change in the think- 
ing of workers? That is the question aroused by the advertising shown here. A group of 
employees of a business institution, living in 27 cities, coast to coast, who admire the man 

for whom they work,—and are glad to let the world know it. 

By employee subscription they have raised enough money to run this advertisement, in two 

colors, in 11 National publications in the business, financial and industrial sanitation Gelds, 

The trend in thought among the employees of G. H. Wood & Company, Ltd., and the 

result, indicated in the advertisment appearing nationally, is of sufficient interest to merit com- 


A TRIBUTE... 


BY THE EMPLOYEES OF G. MW. WOOD & CO. LIMITED 


This advertisement was sponsored and prepared by 
the employees of G. H. WOOD & COMPANY LIM- 
ITED. It was scheduled to appear in the following 
publications: 


TO THEIR PRESIDENT 


& GENERAL MANAGER 


Me GH Wood 


JANUARY, 1950: 


Time 
We are mighty proud of our President . . . not only asa . ° 
Rpedanea lnric bed oles Gn a) Gqrand bellow undlaiqoed Financial Post 
friend who is interested in our welfare. P f 
—Toroato Stati Canadian Hospital 
. .. itis both a pleasure and a privilege to work with you .. 4 
BREE Hotel and Restaurant Magazine 
»»» You are a constant inspiration to us... ; S 
: Sheet Canadian School Journal 
ee ee ee Western Business 


Canadian Purchasor 
«+» we are proud fo be part of your organization . . . 
Stepebeese Le Fournisseur des Institutions Religieuses 


... your natural ability and sympathetic understanding of f 
our problems have helped our company maintain leader- Industrial Canada 


= cndgreerag Architectural Journal 


SANITATION For THE WATION L’Hotellerie 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT WAS PREPARED AND PAID FOR BY THE EMPLOYEES OF 
HW. WOOD & COMPANY LIMITED - Montreal - Torente - Vancouver - Branche: Grougheut Conads 


ment in widely-known magazines, the daily advised at this time that sales are all made 
press, and by radio commentators. A tribute _ through non-exclusive distributors, and Wood- 
indeed, and it is encouraging to learn of a _ let products are mot currently sold through drug 
group of employees with the good judgment, stores and other comparable retail outlets. The 
and courage to let the world know, at their Expositor will endeavor to give readers more 
own expense, that they believe themselves to information on OZIUM air freshener, with 
be working in cooperation with a man intef-  jJlustration of packaging and dispenser. 

ested in their welfare, as co-workers, worthy, el 

individual human beings, looking toward a 

common goal. Rural Life Sunday, 1950 . 

G. H. Wood & Co., Ltd., manufacture 
watious ‘‘pressure-packed” products all of which 
are designed to be sprayed through patented 
dispensers, and recently opened a subsidiary 
Company in the U.S.A., known as Woodlets, 


An order of service for Rural Life Sunday, 
suggested for April 30, or May 14, prepared by 
Gaius Glenn Atkins, may be ordered at 5c a 
copy, ot $1.00 a hundred, from— 


Inc., Portland, Penna. Some of the products The Committee on Town and Country 

are widely distributed to physicians, dentists, Home Missions Council 

ospitals, hotels, schools, theatres, offices, ait- 297 Fourth Avenue ° 

ea funeral directors. New York 10, N. Y. 

_ OZIUM, glycol-ized air freshener, a Wood- . : 

‘et product, will be of interest to ministers for Ge Cade atid etna 


ise in Churches, Parish Halls, Fellowship accomplishments often in the, light of Jesus’ teach- 
ooms, and Sunday School rooms. We are ings. Ag 
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Text: Rev. 7:14. 


N THE last great book of the Bible, the 

Book of Revelation, the Lamb of God is 

the dominant personality. The Lamb, 
standing as though he had been slain, opens 
the Seven sealed Book of human destiny. The 
Lamb makes war on the Beast and all the 
enemies of God. The terror of the judgment 
is the wrath of the Lamb. The Redeemed 
Church is the Bride of the Lamb. The follow- 
ers of Christ overcame Satan through the 
Blood of the Lamb. The ten thousand times 
ten thousand in Heaven sing their praises to 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. The Redeemed are they whose names 
are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Here 
in this passage from which we take the text 
the company of the saved are they who “have 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the’ Blood of the Lamb.” 

Here, then, we have the sublime truth of 
the Atonement, what Christ did for us on the 
Cross, and how the Blood of the Lamb, that 
is Christ offered for our sins, is the ground 
of our pardon and forgiveness; how it re- 
deems us from the bondage of sin, reconciles 
us to God, and cleanses our souls from the 
stain of sin, 

To attempt to speak upon so vast a truth 1s 


(LHE PULPIT 


THE BLOOD 
OF THE LAMB 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


That was the first salutation given to Christ 
by man: “Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world.” When 
Philip preached to the Ethiopian eunuch he 
told him that the Lamb spoken of by Isaiah, 
who was wounded for our transgressions,” 
and was “dumb before the shearers,’ is Christ. 
And the Apostle Peter declared that Christ is 
the Lamb without blemish and without spot. 

When the Bible speaks, as it does _ here, 
through the Communion Service, of the Blood 
of Christ, “This cup is the New Testament in 
My Blood,” what it means by the Blood is 
the life of Christ offered for our sins. Why 
did we need such an offering and such a sal- 
vation? » Because of the fact of sin. Why did 
God let man sin? That is one of the things 
that are hid. But the shadow of sin is every- 
where. The sun never sets on its ravages. 
The effects of sin are pollution and guilt. To 
this fact conscience and a thousand altars and 
rites bear witness. 

What ought God to have done about sin? 
He might have destroyed the. human race, 
annihilated it, and thus put an end to sin. 
That would have been just. But that was not 
God’s purpose in creation. Neither could God 
ignore ot overlook sin. An infinitely Holy 
God could not do that, for He is “of purer 


eyes than to behold iniquity.” Neither could 
he just pardon sin without any repentance on— 
the part of the sinner, or without any satis- 
faction for the broken law. Instead of that, 
what God does is to grant full forgiveness 
and pardon, and yet in a way that honors the 
justice and the holiness of God. Sin w 

God’s problem, and he solved it like a God; 
solved it in the mercy and justice and majesty 
of the Atonement, whereby “Christ died the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God,” and God “remains just, and yet the 


justifier of them that believe in Jesus.” * 
4 


like launching out on the ocean upon a raft of 
logs. If even the angels in amazement desire 
to look into it, what shall the intellect of man 
do with it? Even the Cherubim and the Sera- 
nee bow before it, veiling their faces, The 

est we can do is to touch the hem of its 
crimson robe. But in this truth is the length 
and the breadth and the depth and the height 
of the Christian faith. 

The Lamb of God as He always appears in 
the Bible is the Son of God, our Redeemer. 
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The Blood of the Lamb Justifies Us 


Here is one of the gteat Scriptural state- 
ments about the power of the Cross and the 
Blood of the Lamb. The thought is that sin 
breaks the law of God, and therefore demands 
a penalty. The Bible tells us that we have all 
broken the law of God, that we have all 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
God, therefore, must deal with sin. His way 
to deal with it and to make the sinner just in 
his sight, was through the death of Christ. 
Christ both assumed our guilt and bore our 
punishment. Literally, he died for us, that is, 
in our place. Man, therefore, is not merely 
pardoned and forgiven, but he is made a 
righteous man. In Germany there is a church 
with a lamb cut in the stone over the entrance. 
This is the story of that lamb: A man work- 
ing on the steeple of the church lost his foot- 
ing and fell to the church yard below. But 
his fall was broken and his life saved because 
he fell on a lamb grazing on the sward. So 
are we saved by the death of the Lamb of God. 


“He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious Blood.” 


The Blood of Christ Redeems 


That is another thing the Bible tells us 
about the power of the Cross. One of the 
best loved: names of Jesus is The Redeemer. 
Here the thought is of man in the bondage 
and slavery of sin. The word “‘redeem’’ is 
one that must be explained and interpreted to- 
day. It needed no interpretation or explana- 
tion in the days of Jesus and the apostles. 
But the very influence of Christ upon the 
world has so changed the world that it is 
necessary to explain the word “redeem.” Then 
the world was half slave, and it was a com- 
mon thing for men to be redeemed from slav- 
ery with gold or silver or precious stone. That 
is the idea back of this beautiful word “Re- 
deemer.”” The precious Blood of Christ was 
the price paid for our redemption. Jesus said 
that He came to lay down His life a ransom, 
a redemption, for many; and the apostle Peter 
said that ‘we have been redeemed, not with 
corruptible things as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot.’ Nothing 
else, and nothing less, than that great price 
could have ransomed us. 

“He only could unlock the Gate of Heaven 
| And let us in. | 

Every believer in Jesus has an obligation to 
‘Him and to His Church. We have no right 
‘to say No to the demands of Christian ser- 
vice; and the reason is that given by St. Paul, 
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when he said, “Ye are not your own. 
have been bought with a price.” 


Ye 


The Blood of Christ Reconciles 


Here the thought is of separation and alien- 
ation. ‘Your iniquities,”’ said the prophet, 
“have separated between you.and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face from you that 
he will not hear.’ We know how even in 
human relationships between man and man’s 
wrong doing brings separation, estrangement 
and alienation. This is the inevitable effect, 
even where sin has been hid and covered up. 
Sin always drives man out, out from his true 
self, out from his fellow man, and, most of all, 
out from his God. 

How, then, can man be reconciled to God? 
Not by repentance alone, although that is a 
part of it; but by the work of Christ on the 
Cross, by the Atonement, which means simply 
reconciliation, making two people who have 
been separated to be af one again. Even in 
human relationships there is no nobler or more 
beautiful work than that of the peacemaker 
and the reconciler. Martin Luther died at 
Eisleben, where he was born, in 1546 at the 
end of an errand of reconciliation; and John 
Bunyan took his last illness on a trip to 
Reading, whither he had gone to reconcile a 
father and son. It is not strange, then, that 
God’s noblest work is the work of reconcilia- 
tion.” “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself.” Hence the eternal message 
of the preacher of Christ's Church is, as Paul 


_put it, “We beseech you in Christ’s stead, be 


ye reconciled to God.” 


The Blood of Christ Cleanses 


Here is the Eternal Paradox, for blood is 
always the special, particular and unmistakable 
sign and trace of guilt. What the evil-doer is 
most anxious about is that that stain should be 
hid and covered. But here you have the di- 
vine paradox, where blood is not the sign and 
evidence of guilt, but where the precious Blood 
of Christ cleanses and washes the sin-stained 
soul. That, perhaps to a truly penitent heart, 
is the worst thing, the thing that he feels 
most about sin—its stain and defilement. The 
most wonderful thing, the most beautiful thing 
in the universe, is an immortal soul made in 
the image of God, and yet that most beautiful 
and most wonderful thing has upon it the 
crimson stain of sin. 

Here, then, is the wonder working power of 
the Blood of Christ. It can cleanse us from 
the stain of sin. So that disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and who leaned upon his breast at the 
Supper, and who impresses you as perhaps the 
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most removed from the stain and penalty of 
sin of all the apostles, yet confessing that he 
was a sinner, said, “If we confess our sin, he 
is just and faithful to forgive us and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” And again, ‘The 
Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin.’ And here in this great passage 
from the Apocalypse, the Redeemed who stand 
in the presence of God are described as those 
who have “washed their robes and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. Therefore are 
they before the throne of God.’ That is, their 
only ground for standing before the throne of 
God and of acceptance with Him is that they 
had washed their robes and made them white 
in the Blood of the Lamb. “And they serve 
him day and night in his temple; and he that 
sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun light 
on them nor any heat. For the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the-throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
water, and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” 

' Christiana Rosetti has a moving poem, 
DESPISED AND REJECTED. A man made 
fast his door so that false and hollow friends 
could trouble him no more. But in the night 
he hears someone knocking at the door, and 
saying to him, ‘Open, unto me, for my feet 


bleed. Open thy door and comfort me.” But 
the man within orders him to go on his way, 
or he will arise and drive him from his door. 
The one without still pleads, and says to the 
man within, “Open, and see who stands to 
plead with thee, lest I should pass thee by, 
and I one day be as deaf as thou art now. 

But again the man, within orders him from 
his door. All through the night he heard the 
pleading voice, “Open to me! Rise! Let me 
in! Open to me that I may come to thee. See 
my hands bleed that bring thee grace, My 
heart doth bleed for thee. When the break 
of day came the voice died away in silence. 
Then the man within heard footsteps, linger- 
ing footsteps, echoing like a sigh, and yet 
which passed him by. When he opened the 
door in the morning he saw upon the grass 
footprints of the night visitor, marked in 
blood, and lo, on his door was the mark of 
blood forevermore. 

Thus Rosetti describes the sorrow and trag- 
edy of a soul refusing Christ and His re- 
deeming Blood. Will the mark of blood be 
on your door? Or will the precious Blood of 
Christ be your pardon, your reconciliation, 
your redempton, your cleansing, so that you 
can join the company and join the song of 
those who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb. 
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THE INIQUITY OF US ALL 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


Text: Isaiah 53:6. 
All We Like Sheep 


HE longer the world flounders in the un- 
certain aftermath of post-war, the 
greater are we baffled by the difficulties 

which increase and grow even more threaten- 


and unsuccessfully everywhere-in impenetrable 
darkness.” 

Our stark failure in coping with the world- | 
wide problems, arising from such colossal 
bloodshed as we have been both witnesses of 
and party to, only accentuates our impotence 
in grappling with the factors that blight and _ 


stultify our individual lives. Hosea long ago 
described the sorry plight of his native land 
by pointing an accusing finger at the priest-- 
hood in its disloyalty to the high calling which 
it had in God, and with heartbreaking reproach 
he cried, “And there shall be, like people, like 
priest: and I will punish them for their ways, — 
and reward them their doings.” This utterance - 
should be re-stated for our benefit. It should 
read: ‘And there shall be, like our world, like. 
ourselves: and I will punish them for their 
ways; and reward them for their doings.” __ 
' Nothing behooves us mote to the considera- 

ES 
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ing than the unpredictable risks of war, and 
the deeper do we realize that we ate far 
astray from the goal toward which we started, 
even so short a space as two or three years 
ago. Pascal may have lived three hundred 
years ago but he wrote with such clarity of 
insight that he is our contemporary when he 
said: “Man does not know in what rank to 
place himself. He has plainly gone astray, 
and fallen from his true place without being 
able to find it again. He seeks it anxiously 
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on of our place in the sun than the divine 
urgency of our Gospel and the impatient 
haste of these catastrophic times. To do this 
we need to go out as solitary men into the 
midnight of our universal despair, not to com- 
miserate ourselves but to look up, remember- 
ing that “when it gets darkest the stars come 
nut.” We need to clothe ourselves once again 
with the solemnity of God's firmament and 
inder the matchless splendour of the moon 
and the stars to ask, as the Psalmist did, 
“What is man, that thou are mindful of him? 
and the son of man that thou visitest him?” 

Nowhere is the answer to this question more 
gloriously set forth than in Michaelangelo’s 
sublime painting of THE CREATION OF 
MAN. Painted over four hundred years ago, 
she great master contemplated both the mys- 
tery and glory of man and spread it forth 
with breath-taking concept and color upon the 
vaults of historic Sistine Chapel. 

Insensible indeed is the man who can be- 
hold the artists’s handiwork and not be stirred 
to the depths of his being. For Michael- 
angelo, no less than the writer of Genesis, saw 
that the significant thing about His creation 
of man was not his body, important as this is; 
he painted man, consequently, as man, not as a 
child the earnest of the man, but as man ma- 
ture and possessed of the dignity of his manly 
stature. And yet, robust and stalwart as he was 
in physical fitness, the artist went on to say 
with eloquent brush, that he did not become 
man, ‘Created in the image of God,” until the 
Creator reached forth and touched his vessel 
of clay. As the writer of Genesis 2 expressed 
it: “And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life and man became a 
living soul.” 

And no matter how we wish to think about 
it, we can no longer change our nature than a 
leopard can change its spots. We can keep on 
splitting hairs to excuse and condone our con- 
sorting with evil and our spiritual suicide, but 
we can’t keep on kidding ourselves about one 
superlative fact: in the light of our sonship 
to God by reason of our creation, “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way.” : 


We Have Turned Every One 


I’m sure it is not necessary to argue the 
point here on the question of the “all.” The 
Apostle Paul re-affirmed this truth: “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
Pi: it isn’t true that ‘“‘all we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
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own way,’ then of all men, you and I together 
have been the most deluded. But something 
there is within us that cries out in protest. We 
know both that we have not been deluded on 
this score and that we were made to become 
the sons of God, even though we “all have 
come short of the glory” which God intended 
to be realized in us. 

It might be well for us to dwell upon this 
part of Isaiah’s thought for a moment, at 
least “All we like sheep,” he says, “have 
gone astray.” How, you ask, do sheep go 
astray? They go astray when one sheep, its 
nose to the earth and unmindful of the shep- 
herd, wanders into the wilderness, and the 
others judging their conduct by the one ahead, 
follow in blind unconcern until they too are 
lost and forsaken. 

This hardly requires a paraphrase, and yet I 
am loathe to pass on without this comment: 
how much grief and havoc we have brought 
upon ourselves by no other means than our oft 
quoted assertion: “Why, I live as good a life 
as the other fellow; I don’t go to church, but 
I am as good as the people who sit in church; 
in fact, I live a lot better than a lot of church 
people!” How nice it is to comfort our un- 
easy conscience thus, but how fatal to follow 
or even outdo our neighbor, for he too has 
gone astray! No. Every runner knows the 
risk he takes if he turns to look at his com- 
petitor; if he would win, he must keep his 
eyes fixed on the goal. And we also, if we 
would win the crown of life, must keep our 
heart and mind fixed on God. 

The prophet goes on to say: “We have 
turned every one to his own way.” Is there 
any indictment more clear-cut than this sent- 
ence with which to set forth the secret sin of 
our day and age? Our most insistent ques- 
tions arise from the vicissitudes befalling us 
over which we have no direct control: earth- 
quakes, hurricanes; and train wrecks. ‘“Why 
do such things have to be?” We-cry out in 
startled dismay. But when “we have turned 
every one to his own way,” and have thereby 
wrought greed and injustice, strife and blood- 
shed, we strangely say nothing. “I did not 
dream,” said a man recently, “that men would 
ever again do the things that they are doing. 
They are as evil things as have ever been done 
in history.” Is our silence in such a time a 
confession that we know all too well where 
the trouble lies? that born to be children of 
the Most High we have exercised our free 
estate to turn rebel against the high dictates 
of the soul and thereby have brought dis- 
aster upon us? Bae 

Whether we like the irrepressible searching 
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of God’s Spirit or not, there is no healing for 
us until we yield ourselves to its sway and 
gain life and victory through its indwelling 
power. 


The Iniquity of Us All 


For, while it is true that we “all like sheep 
have gone astray, and have turned every one 
to his own way,” it is even more true that 
God has not left us to wander lost and aimless 
in the earth. This, certainly was in Isaiah's 
thought, when he likened us to straying 
sheep. Where there are sheep there is, some- 
where, a shepherd. And Jesus spake truly 
when He said, “The good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep.’ By what divine intuition 
Isaiah had knowledge of this I know not, but 
knowledge he surely had, for he concluded 
his great affirmation regarding sinful men by 
saying, ‘‘and the Lord ‘hath Jaid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

He had no way of knowing what would 
happen in the fulness of time, but with confi- 
dent faith he foresaw two things: first, that 
God loved man and would cleanse him from 
all unrighteousness; and second, that God 
would do it through the vicarious suffering 
of His Servant. How invincible in hope this 
man of ancient Israel was can be gathered 
best from the fact that he understood God's 
thought even afar off, centuries before Christ 
suffered and bled upon Calvary, ‘“‘that who- 
soever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

I do not pretend to understand the mystery 
of this atonement. If I study them carefully 
and ponder them earnestly I can understand 
many of the theories of the atonement, but 
how can man’s finite mind fathom the infinite 
mind of God? 

God’s thought is briefly expressed by the 
Prophet: “the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” God’s way is forever re- 
vealed upon Calvary’s Tree. Who among us 
can plumb the measure of the Father’s mind 
and heart when He gave His only begotten 
Son? 

I suppose the reason most of us are not 
more challenged by Christ’s atonement on the 
cross is because we have grown calloused to 
its redemptive power. Could we but come 
fresh upon its mystery and broken in spirit to 
its divine splendor, then I think we would 
know the meaning of this phrase ‘the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

I shall never forget when our son was about 
four years old, how Christ’s death upon the 
cross baffled his child-like understanding. 
Someone had given him a four-volume set on 
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the Life of Christ, beautifully illustrated with 
paintings on the scenes of our Saviour's life. 
The fourth volume had to do with the suffer- 
ing and death of Jesus, and because he was so 
young, I deliberately kept this volume from 
him. He had the habit of pulling the other 
volumes from their place on the book-shelf in 
the study, and then delighting himself by turn- 
ing from picture to picture, rehearsing with 
prattling tongue 

that sweet story of old, 

When Jesus was here among men. 

And then, one day by some strange chance’ 
it came about that his little hands got hold 
of Volume Four and his eyes for the first time 
fell upon those pictures of Jesus’ tragic suffer- 
ing and death. His little mind could not un- 
derstand such an ending to the life of this 
Friend of little children, this divine Lover of 
the outcast and the lowly. He dragged the 
book over to where I was seated, and tugging 
at my knee he asked, “Daddy, what are they 
doing here?” I looked, and my heart sank 
within me. It was the scene where they were 
nailing Jesus to the cross. 

My first inclination was to lay the book 
discreetly aside, begging for another time. But 
feeling that what he had once seen he could 
never un-see, and that I had better proceed 
at once, I took the book in my lap and began 
as simply as I could to unfold the old, old 
story of Jesus and His love. “Did He say any- 
thing on the cross?” he asked insistently. 

y Xest 


“He said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they. 
know not what they do.’” 

“Well, why did they kill Him?” 

“Because men hated Him and wanted to 
get rid of Him.” ; 

“Did Jesus hate them?” 

“No, He loved them and tried to persuade 
them to love one another.” 

There was a pause. “Did He say ‘Ouch’ 
when they put the tacks in His hands?” 
‘ ries I think it must have hurt terribly 
ad. : 

“Well, did He say ‘Ouch?’” ; 

“No, but I think He must have gritted His 
teeth and tightened His lips and prayed to 
ood for strength to endure unto the bitter 
end.”’ 

His questions ended as suddenly as they 
began, and I sat there humbled and grateful in 
the re-discovery of the power and the tragic 
significance of the cross. Verily “out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings hath he ot- 
dained strength!” 

Perhaps you are asking, Very well, but 
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what meaning and purpose does this have for 
us today ? What, in short, is the relevance for 
roday of ‘‘the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints?” And the answer is: if 
Christ hath done this for us, ought we not 
also in His Name seek to walk in His steps? 
For he who would serve mankind redemptively 
may do so in three ways: “by suffering with 
and for sufferers; by accepting the burden of 
another’s sin; and by breaking the vicious: se- 
quence of sin and suffering.” 

Come, look far and wide in the earth and 
pehold the desolations thereof. Is there sweet 


balm in reeking tube and iron shard? Alas! 
there is but weeping and vengeful death. But 
listen, there is balm in Gilead, and you and I 
and men everywhere shall never cease to re- 
ceive its healing: “Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows .. . he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
peace was upon him: and with his stripes we 
are healed. And we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all.” 


our 
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CHRIST THE VICTOR 


W. KIRK ALLEN, JR. 


immortal life. It may vary in form 

and length of content. It may be sung 
and played by the choir and organ. It may be 
read as poetry or drama. But the eternal mes- 
sage is this: “He is not here; He is risen! 
Christ, the Victor over death and the grave. 
Jesus Christ, the Son. of God, has defeated 
the power of evil and guaranteed immor- 
tality and resurrection of the body to all who 
believe on Him.” This message is the most 
precious stone we find in the great collec- 
tion of gems of the Bible. Its radiance and 
beauty far outshines all the others. Its brilli- 
ance catches the eye of our souls before the 
rest. Let us hold it before us this Sunday 
morning and examine it as we turn the differ- 
ent facets to the light. 

Immediately we see the glorious vision of 
that which came to Mary Magdalene on that 
first Easter morning—the vision of our risen 
Lord as He stands on the outside of the empty 
tomb, freed from the bonds of death. Two 
days before He had been lowered from the 
cross and at the request of Joseph of Arama- 
thea, His body was placed in a new tomb. 
Nicodemus brought myrrh and aloes with 
which to prepare the body for a decent Jewish 
burial. There they laid Him and there they 
left Him. I have no doubt but that these 
followers of Jesus fully expected to make a 
shrine of the tomb and the garden where the 
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body of their Lord lay enshrouded in sheets. 


and napkins. If that is true, Christendom 
would have honored them for their motive 
and their deed, because it would have kept 
alive the memory and the teachings of the 
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Galilaean who was so cruelly killed on the 
hill called Golgotha. 

But Jesus of Nazareth was not to be bound 
to this earth by the shrouds of death and a 
rock-hewn tomb. The Son of God had come 
to earth for a combined purpose: to redeem 
mankind from the stain and bondage of sin, 
and to overthrow the power of death, the re- 
sult of sin. On the Cross, two days before, 
the first part of His two-fold mission was com- 
pleted. There He had offered Himself as 
the perfect sacrifice, the complete expiation, 
for the sins of the world. There He restored 
man to his rightful place as the spiritual son of 
God. His words, as He hung upon the cross, 
“It is finished,” placed the period at the end 
of the sentence which proclaimed the love and 
grace of God the Father. But while on earth 
Christ had said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life,” and “I go to prepare a place for 
you.” That part of His mission was not com- 
pleted until He had broken forever the bonds 
of death and proclaimed to the world that 
He was a living Lord in reality and not a dead 
leader who lived only in the memory of His 
disciples. 

Therefore, when Marty came to the garden 
on the first day of the week to pray and mourn 
by the grave of her Master, she found the 
stone door rolled away and the tomb one 
Her first thought was that someone had taken 
away the body. After she had told the news 
to Peter and John, and looked once more into 
the tomb, she went outside and stood weep- 
ing. Her sorrow was not checked by any 
degree of embarrassment or shame. Her love 
for Jesus Christ was something to be proud 
of, not ashamed of. As she stood there she 
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saw a man who spoke to her, with the ques- 
tion, “Woman, why do you weep? Whom 
do ye seek?” She did not recognize Him. 
She thought it was the gardener, Then He 
said, “Mary.” When He spoke her name 
there was no mistaking the identity: it was her 
Lord and Master, it was her Teacher, it was 
Jesus Christ, the Risen Saviour. 

~ After this appearance to Mary, He appeared 
to His disciples, to Thomas, to the two on the 
road to Emmaus, to about five hundred of His 
followers, and finally to Paul on the Damascus 
road. It was the visible proof of His resur- 
rection. It gave assurance to His disciples that 
He would be with them always. It gave the 
driving force to the missionary efforts of Paul, 
Barnabas, Peter, Philip and all the others who 
have followed in their steps. It has been the 
central theme of the message of Christianity 
through the years, spreading it from the tiny 
country of Palestine to the entire world. It is 
a risen Christ who lives forevermore. 

That brings us to another facet of our preci- 
ous gem: the resurrecton of believers. Paul, in 
his letter to the Corinthians, gives us the cor- 
rect order: “Christ the first-fruits; then they 
that are Christ’s at His coming.” Our Lord's 
resurrection rightfully comes first, as a symbol 
of the first sheaf of the heavenly harvest. Our 
resurrection, as believers in Jesus as Christ, the 
Son of God, comes when our Lord returns 
to claim His own and to lead us before the 
throne of God for the final judging. As at 
the resurrection of Jesus we stand in the midst 
of a mystery. Neither can be explained by 
the human mind. Neither can be understood 
by the human mind. Through the ages men 
have attempted to reason away the resurrection 
of Jesus and the belief of resurrection for His 
followers by saying it is an opiate to take our 
thoughts from the trials of this life to the 
visions and dreams of some future life. 

In spite of these attempts Christian men 
and women have continued to believe in and 
act upon the resurrection of the body, a life 
beyond this life. Despite the heedings of 
men who say there is no life beyond death 
Christians have gone on considering death 
merely a door through which we step into a 
life richer, fuller, more beautiful and wonder- 
ful than any we can imagine. This belief has 
led men to their death singing hymns of joy 
and thanksgiving. It is a belief that has car- 
ried men through torture and scourgings. Paul, 
in defense of his belief and as-an explanation 
of his faith in action wrote, “Of the Jews 
five times I received forty stripes save one. 
Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day have I been in the deep; in journey- 
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ings often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, 1n 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, im 
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren, in weariness 
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked- 
ess.” In spite of all this Paul went on to 
preach the Gospel of Christ because he was 
asstted that his reward was a life of complete- 
ness with his Lord and his God beyond the 
pale of death. : 

For this reason the Christian can look upon 
the world with wonder and awe, and yet with 
joy. Months ago someone planted a number 
of bulbs in the soil. Through the long winter 
months they seemed to die in the earth. But 
in the springtime we enjoy their beauty and 
fragrance as they burst into full bloom through 
the mystery of the plan of God. Through this 
Gospel in the garden, John Oxenham has 
taught us to see the mercy of God with his 
children who fall asleep at the close of life’s 
little day: 


“We drop a seed into the ground, 

A tiny, shapeless thing, shrivelled and dry, 
And, in the fullness of its time, is seen 

A form of peerless beauty, robed and crowned 
Beyond the pride of any earthly queen, 
Instinct with loveliness; and sweet and rare 
The perfect emblem of its Maker's care... 


“For man is but the seed of what he shall be, 
When, in the fullness of his perfecting, 
He drops the husk and cleaves his upward way, 
Through earth’s retardings and the clinging 
clay F 
Into the sunshine of God’s perfect day ... 
“Yea, we may hope! : 
For we are seeds, 
Dropped into earth for heavenly 
blossoming .. . 


“We know not what we shall be—only this— 
That we shall be made like Him—as He is.” 


This is the message of Easter: the risen 
Christ and the resurrection of believers. It is 
a message upon which we base our hope, our 
faith, our life. It is a promise which shall be 
fulfilled and carried on to completion at the 
coming of Christ a second time. But is it 
merely a hope, a promise, something to look 
forward to? No, it is far more than that. It 
is the source of daily Christian living. It is 
the tie that binds us to Paul, to Luther, to 
Calvin, to Wesley, and all the great Christi 
workers in the spreading of God’s Kingdotil 
and the Gospel of Christ. In the words of. 
the great Apostle: “Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, alway 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuck 
as ye know that your labor is not in vain i 
the Lord.” ie 


DEBORAH, A MOTHER IN ISRAEL 


(A Mother's Day Message) 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: Judges, 5:7. 


RDINARILY, the great voices which 

speak to us out of the past are those 

of men. We sometimes say,—though 
we should know better!—that “this is a man’s 
world.” But this voice which speaks to us 
vut of the dim, pre-Christian era of the Judges, 
's that of a woman, and what is more, a 
nother. We listen and are inspired : 


“Leaders failed in Israel, they failed, 
Until that I, Deborah, arose, 
That I arose, a mother in Israel.” 


See what happened. The life of the nation, 
olitically, morally and spiritually, was at low 
*bb. The people groped their way for lack of 
eadership. The situation is succinctly dis- 
losed in a recurrent statement in the Book of 
ludges: “In those days there was no king in 
israel, and every man did as he pleased!” 
Anarchy stalked the land. Not even the fath- 
sts among the people seemed to know what 
do. And so, “when leaders failed,’ a 
woman and mother, Deborah by name, stepped 
nto the breach. The polluted channels of the 
vation’s life are cleansed. The enemy from 
within and without is beaten back. The people 
egain their self-respect. Hope takes the place 
of despair. In the words of James Russell 
Lowell: 


“When a deed is done for Freedom, 
Through the broad earth’s aching breast 
Runs a thrill of joy prophetic, 
Trembling on from east to west.” 


Yes, when leaders failed and men were 
ide-stepping responsibility, a mother stepped 
nto the breach, and repaired it. 

What we wish to emphasize, first of all, is 
hat Deborah was primarily a leader in her 
ywn home. “I arose,’ she is saying, not an 
ducator, statesman, religious dignitary, but “a 
nother in Israel.’’ She evidently gloried in 
he noblest of all vocations, that of Mother- 
ood. 

We Americans have a tendency to wax senti- 
nental on Mother’s Day. What is needful, 
iowever, is something else. As the children 
ad parents of Christian homes, let us greet 
ee cen reputianaly Church 
t. Petersburg, Florida 


Bl 1950 


this day in the spirit of a courageous sentiment 
that faces up to the facts, even when they are 
unpleasant. Those of us whom God: has 
blessed with a Christian mother will never 
cease to praise Him for that gift. We agree 
with Lincoln when he said, “All that I am 
or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.” 
And Napoleon, shrewd leader of men, said, 
“The future of France rests with her mothers.” 
America’s first line of defense lies not in the 
battleships and atom bombs, but in the char- 
acter of her homes. Strong Christian homes are 
democracy, the Church, the Kingdom of God, 
In miniature. 

When, therefore, the day arrived in America 
when large numbers of women sought their 
careers outside the precinct of the home, giv- 
ing the rearing of children over to others, that 
first line of -defense was placed in jeopardy. 
And when, as a corallary, the home shunted 
over to the church the responsibility of im- 
parting to children the knowledge of God, the 
foundation stones were removed from under 
the temple of our national life. How we chil- 
dren used to remonstrate with our mother for 
remaining up to greet.us on our return from 
the evening party or engagement! But she 
steadfastly held her ground, and refused to 
retire until the last of her children had te- 
turned. Now, in later years, one of her sons, 
himself a parent, understands. Our mother 
did far more than prepare meals and launder 
our chothes. She conceived her God-given 
task as being that of a high-priestess to her 
children! And her children rise up as one, 
to call her blessed. 

At the close of the late War, our sons and 
daughters wanted most of all to return to 
Christian homes. They yearned for a hearth- 
side at which bruised minds and hearts could 
be healed. Given that, their so-called reorienta- 
tion to civilian life was not impossible. 

All honor, then, to the Deborahs of all 
times! To the women who engage in the 
highest vocation known, that of being faithful 
mothers and companions to their loved ones. 
“I arose,” says this Great-heart of yesteryear, 
‘‘a mother in Israel.” 

Observe, in the second place, that Deborah 
possessed a flaming, militant conscience, which, 
when aroused, wrought revolutionary changes 
in a corrupt body-politic. If you think that 
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this mother of long ago was content with the 
German definition of woman’s sphere as being 
confined to “KINDER, KUCHE AND 
KIRCHE,” you have another guess coming! 
Her eager spirit spread out into every sector 
of the community’s life. As in the case of John 
Wesley, the world was her parish. How bar- 
ren history would read apart from the crusad- 
ing spirit of women ‘like Florence Nightin- 
gale, Frances Willard, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
Susannah Wesley, and hosts of other unknown 
but inspired women, who have marched at the 
vanguard of the ‘fellowship of the concerned.” 
The mothers, wives and daughters of men can- 
not be indifferent to the violation of the canons 
of decency which may be seen on every hand. 
The cancer growths of selfishness and misun- 
derstanding which afflict the organism of our 
national and international life, concern them. 
Recall the vaunted Maginot Line of which 
France boasted prior to World War Il. It 
was invulnerable, so it was said, but turned 
out to be a mere push-over for the disciplined 
Nazi hordes. The reason may be found in 
the fact that another, more vital ‘“Maginot 
Line” had collapsed. The moral fiber of the 
nation’s leadership had gone soft and rotten. 

But look in all fairness from prewar France 
to postwar America. There are at least three 
million chronic alcoholics abroad in the land. 
One out of every four marriages ends in fail- 
ure. Listen in to the glib, thoughtless talk 
about “the next war,” usually indulged in by 
those who do not make the sacrifices in war 
time. What a need for the revival of the De- 
borah-spirit in our own land! While others 
wrung their hands in futility or played in- 
different to entrenched evil, Deborah did 
something about it. By means of her crusading 
spirit, she created a moral resistance movement 
on so large a scale, that the end result was a 
national housecleaning! 

Recently a group gathered together to honor 
the memory of a nineteenth century Deborah, 
Frances Willard, mother of the Temperance 
Reform Movement. One who had intimately 
known this great woman, spoke of her in- 
domitable Christian courage. Although offered 
a very remunerative position as principal of a 
school for women, she nevertheless chose to 
become the President of a little band of 
women who had organized for temperance 
work in Chicago. “We are a little band with- 
out money or experience,” said the letter from 
Chicago, “but with strong faith.” The great 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union was 
born in Miss Willard’s acceptance of that in- 
vitation. She learned what it meant to go 
hungry for want of funds, and to kneel in 
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the saw-dust with the grief-stricken mothers 
and wives of drunkards, and pour out her 
soul in prayer in the presence of saloon loaf- 
ers. Henry Ward Beecher described Frances 
Willard as having in an exceptional degree 
the “‘alliance of a clear head with a warm 
heart.” 

Some one has said that we Americans, taken 
by and large, have lost the capacity for righte- 
ous indignation. It is so much easier to wink 
at evil than to seek to correct it. “When 
leaders failed, ‘“—largely because of their 
moral blindness,—‘‘then it was that I arose, 
I Deborah, a mother in Israel!” . 

It is the Deborahs and the Baraks—for what 
we see in the Book of Judges is a man and 
woman banded together for heroic conflict,— 
who are the strength and mainstay of the Chris- 
tian Church. “Greet the church,” says the 
Apostle Paul, repeatedly, in his letters, “Greet 
the Church that is in their house!’ Your 
Deborahs are not content to wage their battle 
single-handedly within a vacuum. They march 
for righteous causes within an army. They 
become incorporate within a sustaining fellow- 
ship. The element of community lures them, 
Deborah arises a “mother in Israel.” 

Now, we shall not rehearse the routine sta- 
tistics on divorce, crime and delinquency, both 
juvenile and parental. Suffice it to say, that, 
given a home where parents and children have 
a working relationship with a church, and you 
have the best chance for happiness and suc- 
cess. Such homes are built on a rock. They 
will weather the storm. A well known judge, 
in an address to a group of young people, 
disclosed that, during his rather long career 
of dealing with domestic infelicity, he had 
yet to run across an instance where a solution 
was not possible, providing the home bore a 
functioning relationship with a Christian 
church, : 

Those of us who were the beneficiaries of 
Christian homes and churches in our youth 
find our hearts going out in pity to thousands 
of children in America today. They are being 
thrust out into the wilderness of our modern 
life minus spiritual chart and compass. These 
moral orphans are without clear-cut ethical 
ideals, moral standards, and most tragic of all 
know not the redemptive love of the Christ 
who died for their salvation. The sense- 
boundness of the older generation has infected 
the mind of the younger generation, and the 
sins of the father are being visited upon the 
children. George A. Butterick tells of the col- 
lege lecturer who had used the word sin a 
number of times in an address. Afterwards 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JoHANSEN 


Yvercoming Evil With Good 
Romans 12:21. “Be 


not overcome of 
but—? : 


evil, 

Dr. Thomas Chalmers, one of the most 
1oted preachers of the last century, has told 
1ow he got the suggestion for his memorable 
ermon— ‘The Expulsive Power of a New 
Affection.” 

He was riding one day in a coach drawn by 
our horses, when suddenly the driver, for no 
Pparent reason, took the whip from the holder 
md began flicking the ear of the off leader 
if the team. He kept this up for several 
ainutes, then quietly put the whip away again. 
3eing curious, Dr. Chalmers asked the reason 
or this strange action, and the man told him 
hat some time before that horse had been 
sadly frightened at that place in the road, and 
vhenever he came to it, he would shy violently 
inless his attention was otherwise occupied. 
Che whip was used to divert his attention. 
It is this principle which St. Paul had in 
mind when he admonished Christians to 
‘overcome evil with good.” The mind that is 
illed with good thoughts has no room for 
-vil ones. A life crowded with unselfish deeds 
vas no place for selfishness. Loyalty to Christ 
irives out all lesser loyalties. 


Ambassadors For Christ 
I Cor. 5:20. “We are ambassadors therefore 


on behalf of Christ.” 

Dr. W. J. Dawson made thousands familiar 
vith the sad but thrilling story of Charles 
Yeace, who acquired an infamous name in 
ingland a few years ago as a burglar and a 
nurderer. This criminal seemed depraved in 
very way. As he was led to the scaffold to 
ay the penalty of his crimes the prison chaplain 
fered him what are called “the consolations 
f religion.” The wretched man listened for 
while and then turned upon the chaplain and 
aid: ‘Do you believe it? Do you believe it? 
f I believed that, I would crawl across England 
mn broken glass on my hands and knees to 
ell men it was true.” 
~ What the world needs today is individuals 
ossessed by this spirit; receptive of the Grace 
o love Christ, to live Christ, to give Christ. 

p 


pe , 1950 


Trusting In Christ 
INL Iai, MONO 
believed.”’ 


A dying doctor, according to a story given 
byige. Stanley Jones, was about to go into 
eternity without salvation. The physician who 
attended shim was a Christian. This Christian 
doctor sought earnestly to show his dying 
doctor friend the way. At first his brow was 
knit in foreboding perplexity. Presently, under 
the clarifying testimony of this Christian friend, 
the light broke into the face of the dying man. 
In an exclamation of understanding, having 
found the security of saving experience, he 
said, “All my life I have been troubled about 
what to believe, and now I see it is Whom to 
trust.” 


“For I know bim whom I have 


Trying The Christian Life 
John 6:51. “If any man shall eat of this bread.” 


There is an old story of a woman who made 
artificial fruits so perfectly that people could 
not tell them from the real fruit. But she had 
some critics, who would find fault with the 
shape of the fruit, the color, and other things. 

One day as the critics stood before a table 
on which she had placed several pieces of 
fruit, they criticized particularly one apple. 
When they had finished, the woman picked up 
the apple, cut it in half and began to eat it, for 
it was a real apple. 

There are many critics of the Christian way 
of life. They find fault with it but never dare 
to try it. Christ is anxious for us to put to 
the test His way of life. He stands at the 
door of our life, saying: “If any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live forever.” To eat 
something involves assimilating it and making 
it a part of you. When we make Christ our 
spiritual food, He becomes a part of our very 
lives, and we become new creatures in Him. 


When Trouble Comes 


Psa. 34:17. “The righteous cried, and Jehovah 
heard and delivered them out of all their 
troubles.” 


Frances Ridley Havergal was author of some 
of our best hymns, among them: ‘Take My 
Life and Let It Be;’’ “Who Is On the Lord’s 
Side; “Jesus, Master Whose I Am,” and 
“Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak.” 
Physically she was frail; bedridden a good deal 
of the time, but the glory of God shone in her 
face and her exultant spirit was never crushed. 
She wrote: “Everybody is so sorry for me 
except myself. I see my pain in the light of 
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Calvary.” That attitude accounts for her 
triumph over pain; lets us know how she could 
sing in the night. 


Getting Into Sorrow 


John 16:20. “Ye shall be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy.” 


There is a telling passage in a letter which 
a young English clergyman, Forbes Robinson, 
wrote a friend of his whose brother had been 
killed by lightning. “There is no getting over 
sorrow. But there is a getting into sorrow. I 
pray that you may never, never get over your 
sorrow, but get through it, into it, into the 
very heart of God.” 

This is reminiscent of L. P. Jack’s statement 
that religion begins when we grasp life by the 
nettle. Man’s function is to express on earth 
the eternal goodness of the God from whom 
his life is derived and upon whom in the long 
last he is completely dependent. We are not 
meant to get over our problems, but to get 
into them, with God. 


Persistent Prayer 
Luke 11:1. “Lord, teach us to pray.” 


“If you don’t feel God immediately in your 
prayers, there is a question in your mind that 
you are forgotten and then comes the temptation 
to take another road, but you must remember 
that you will be rewarded if you pray, and 
pray, and pray, and come, come, come to God’s 
sanctuary. 

“The feeling that God is not answering your 
prayers may result from a human psychology 
which establishes the feeling. of coldness or 
from God testing our faith and persistence. 
When God seems far away, He is indeed near; 
when all seems cold, it is indeed warm.— 
Bishop Harold E. Sawyer, Erie, Pa. 


Scandal Ruins Innocent 


Matt. 5:44. “But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, ....” 

Mark 9:24. “Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief...” 

Experienced reporters emerged from the 
office of the general, one saying, “If there was 
a story back there, I missed it’, and ‘There 
isn’t much human color or romance to a man 
like that,” but there was a story and the general 
told it in a few words when he said, “I owe 
everything I am today to the fact that I once 
lived in a small town.” 

It wasn’t the simple, homely virtues that the 
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town taught; it was that scandal,—ugly, lying 

scandal—can ruin innocent lives. 

—From “Homecoming” by Elizabeth Seifert, 
Dodd Mead. 


Beauty and Kindness 


Isaiah 52:7."‘How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace.” 


When asked for an explanation of her 90- 
year-old youthfulness and charm, a woman said- 
that “every day of her life she did three things: 
1. Looked at a beautiful object and fastened 
it in her memory; 2. Memorized a worthwhile 
thought, a proverb or a bit of poetry; 3. Did a 
kind deed for somebody.” 

Then, with a twinkle in her eye, she added: 
“And it doesn’t hurt to be in love at the same 
time. Love’s a great youthifier.” — From 
Womans Life 


Finished Products 


Matt. 5:20. “For I say unto you, That except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteous- 
ness ihe scribes...” 


The question is often asked, ‘“Why did Jesus 
prefer certain publicans and sinners to certain 
Pharisees? Fundamentally, because the former 
did want to be like Him, and the latter did 
not. The Pharisee of the Gospels was a finished - 
product. Nothing more was possible on his 
assembly line of evolution; he had arrived. 
“As touching the law, blameless.’ 

It is the same today with many “men and 
women of the world,’ who claim they are. 
“keeping the Ten Commandments” and a few 
more than ten, and they do not desire anything 
further.—C. Ryder Smith, Herts, Eng. | 


God’s View 


Rev, 3:13. “He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith...’ 
We judge by what is; God, by what will be. 
We judge by the present; He, by the future, 
We judge by the seen; God, by the unseen. 
—C. Ryder Smith, Herts, Eng. 
Christian Living S 
Gal. 6:10. “Let us do good unto all men.” 
“The Church is called on to be ‘teacher of 
the principles of conduct; a voice of judgment; 
a guardian of moral and spiritual values already. 
won; and the herald of a better day.’ ; 
“Christians judge all economic systems by: 
the imperatives of the Christian faith; 
4 
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THE MYSTERY OF 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


Albert Schweitzer 


This book on the mystery of Jesus’ Messiahship and Passion studies 
the reason why Jesus conducted His earthly ministry not as Messiah but 
as Prophet and Teacher. Dr. Schweitzer seeks to understand and to 
explain why it was not until the last crucial days in Jerusalem that 
Jesus revealed Himself as Messiah. The book sheds important light on 
Jesus’ use of the title, “Son of Man,” in a futuristic sense as denoting 
a power which is not yet His: He was the Messiah designate. This is 
a new, completely reset edition of this famous theological work, which 
was first published nearly fifty years ago. $3.00 


ON 
BEING YOUR BEST 


G. Curtis Jones 


A collection of radio addresses containing a philosophy for the average 
person, sound thinking that has proved of interest to a large radio 
audience. The object of the addresses is to help people live as in their 
better moments they want to live. Dealing with all the many phases of 
everyday living, they attack envy, smugness and selfishness. On the 
constructive side they encourage the reader to a happy, worthwhile 
life. The sharply pointed, epigrammatic sentences make a strong im- 
pact on the mind. The chapters, while brief, are not sketchy. The 
author has not sacrificed content to brevity, nor sound teaching 
to cleverness. $1.00 


at all bookstores 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
60 Fifth Avenue New York 11, New York 
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identify any economic order 
with the Gospel, The Christian Gospel ts not 
be found in Adam Smith's “Wealth of 
Nations’ nor in Karl Marx’s ‘Kapital’ It is 
to be found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 
in the Acts of the Apostles, the Bpistles of 
the N. T\, and the vision of St. John in the 
Revelation: it is found in the preaching of the 
Hebrew prophets, in the lives of saints and 
martyrs, in the service of faithful followers of 
Chris, and in the continuing revelation of 
God. That faith affirms the supreme worth of 
persons, Tastitutions must be tested finally by 
their contribution to the enrichment of 
personality.” 

From the report the Conference on 
Charred cod Economic Life,” Detroit, Febra- 
ary 16-19, 1950, 


Christians must 
, 


: 
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Family Life 
Pron, 431-13, “Let thine heart retain my words: 

Keep my commandments, and live.” 

“The tree pattern of Motherhood was Set 
in Years Gone By,” says George E. Sokolsky, 
“and when mother became an old fogey, the 
world changed. By that I mean that when 
children began to talk about their parents as 
though they were antediluvians and when 
mothers began to compete for youth with their 
daughters, many miseries came upon our 

x 

“Tastead of the family -having a mother, 
daddy has a wife and mamma has a husband, 
and often there are two or three of each kind. 
I think we aan attribute much of our current 
social disorders, our hooliganism, to use a 
phrase that Stalin took from Hearst's “Happy 
Hooligan’, to our amoral schools which make 
God illegal and elevate biology to a creed. 

“If nothing matters but how the amoeba 
splits off its cells to explain how you and I 
came to be, why worry about morals and ethics, 
and the manners of life based on them? 
Someone once said that Morals are private 
and manners public, and that one minds his 
business about morals as long as the manners 
are right 

“Cantously, when man loses his morals his 
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“Space-Ship” Musings 
'\ And thine ears Shall hear a word 


Isa, 30321. 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk 
ye in ate? zs 
Jobm 131-10. “The Word was God”. . . AE 
' things were made by him.” a 
John 8:17-25. 5¥e are of this world: I am 
not of this world.” 
d's” rea infinite, and transcends 


territory and geography, and the shakings of 
time and place. The Bible records the number- 
less references to “the world above” and these 
are but symbols of that which is beyond our 
spatial ideas. We are aware in our own hearts 
of that which beats with the life and spirit of 
that world above, that which lives not by 
bread alone, and is not tied down to the 
geography of this earth. Sir Cecil Spring-Rice 
in “The Two Fatherlands’ sings first of his 
love for his country to which he vows the 
service of his love, but in the second verse he 
says there is another country; you cannot count 
her armies, and you may not see her king. 
That is a song of the world within, which yet 
can make touch with the world above, and 
know its secret of Divine Peace. 

The spirit of man has never been wi 
means ot finding and exploring the resource 
of that better country. —When outward cov 
nants are broken, there is a law written in the 
heart, and a spirit that is invincible. Can we, o1 
should we, so limit our outlook and Dect 
as if this changing world were Gols. all? 
When we lift our thoughts to God, howeve! 
we express it, we have to think of a realm i 
which this earth is a very little thing, however 
favored a place it may have in His creative 
purpose. there is a mew way sought 
there is a way up, or rath e 


a way that is le 
down from Heaven, as Jacob’s shining ladder. 
—C. Walter Rose, Glouster. a 


Peer Gynt’s Modern “Boig? 
Eph. 6:10, “Be strong in the Lord, and in th 
power of His might.” 1 ae 
“Are we aware that when we engage in th 
worship and work of the Church we are 
tually dealing with dynamite?” asks Paul W 
ner Roth, and continues, “no, not the k 
be y= ea one T.N.T., _ fissior 
matter, heavy water, hydrogen bombs; G 
dynamite is different from man’s as lov 
‘ : ey . ae 
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Pointing the Way to A Fuller, Happier Life for ALL Men 


The Church in the World 


a challenging New Book by \ | 
Richard R. Caemmerer, Ph. D. 


hat divine methods does the Bible” advecate for 
making our family life harmonious/our jobs thrillinty 
and absorbing, our recreations joyous/and elevating? How 
can we make a worthwhile contribution to the welfare 
of the community? How can we/break throughfthe mate- 
rialism, worldliness, and selfishness of the secure? 
4 § 


Read THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD. It shows vs how to 


fulfill our sacred obligations to bring our joy and happi- 
ness into the lives of our fellow-men. 


Get a copy of this book for yourself — anothet for your 
very best friend. At your Religious Book Store, or 
order direct. i 


$475 


110 pages; cloth bound 
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f the Gospel of Jesus Christ he gave the the dead, burst His rock-hewn prison after the 
season, ‘for it is the power of God unto crucifixion, and set loose in the world the 
ulvation to every one that believeth, —literally, saving power of the Risen Life. 

he dynamite of God.’ Look: it up, in your “By this dynamite the Apostles and early 
reek N.T. Christians lifted the Roman empire off its 
“By this dynamite God blasted the universe hinges and changed the whole current of 
ut of chaos, darkness, nothingness, and history. Ls 

rought it into being; by this same dynamite All that was just the beginning of the work 
esus healed the sick, cleansed lepers, raised of this dynamite of God in the world. He gave: 
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it into the hands of His Church; she has been 
using it down to this day, with more or less 
public uproar here and there throughout the 
world, and the more faithfully she lets it loose 
among men’s stony hearts and hoary iniquities 
the greater the good for all mankind. But,— 
it will do no good when it is kept locked up. 
A New England poet once said, ‘there is 
enough dynamite in the N. T. to blow up every 
evil institution in the world.’ What are we 
doing with our Bibles, our Gospel, our Means 
of Grace? 

“A bad day has fallen upon our world. We 
moderns think of power only in terms of 
physical force, armed divisions on battlefields, 
squadrons in the air, fleets on and under the 
sea. Will we never learn that ‘Light, Love 
and Truth are powers that work and weave 
the Eternal Will?’ No greater mistake is made 
by men than to think of God as one altogether 
like themselves. Men are afraid, jealous, vin- 
dictive, tyrannical, and full of all manner of 
evil thoughts and passions. Then, when they 
think of God, they think of Him as The 
Almighty Despot of the Universe; call upon 
Him to blast their enemies, reject and despise 
the revelation of His true character and quality 
in the person and work of the lowly Jesus who 
couldn’t come down from His cross—how 
could such a miserable failure be God! 

“Despots of today are worried about the 
Church; they do not know how to deal with it. 
They find it like Peer Gynt’s Boig—the more 
he struck at it the more he wore himself out. 
Beza reminded the King of France who per- 
secuted the Huguenots, ‘Sire, the Church is-an 
anvil that has broken many hammers!’ If you 
hit dynamite hard enough it will go off, and 
break one to bits.” 


Easter Message a Never-Ending Source of 
Joy in Jesus Christ’s Own Words 


By William Porkess 


JESUS CHRIST INVITES US— 


E— “Enter ye in at the strait gate.” 
(St. Matthew 7:13) 

A— “Ask, and it shall be given you.” 
(St. Luke 11:9) 

S — “Seek, and ye shall find.” 
(St. Luke 11:9) 

T—“Take my yoke upon you and _ learn 
of me.” 

(St. Matthew 11:29) 

E — “Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

(St. Matthew 18:3) 

R— “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” 

(St. Matthew 4:17) 
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PREACHING THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. By Hillyer 
H. Stratton. Abingdon Cokesbury. $2.50. 

This is one of few contemporary books dealing with 
the miracles of the gospels. Dr. Stratton, at the very 
beginning, gives a brilliant» and comprehensive exposi- 
tion of the fact of miracle in a world of scientific 
discovery. He makes it clear that miracles are not 
as Hume declared, violations of law, but rather a 
fulfillment of law not hitherto known. The miracles 
of modern science are alluded to as acts of wonder to 
any previous generation. 

The author deals comprehensively with the marvelous 
works of Jesus. The many miracles are given detailed 


consideration, and both their. exegetical and homi- 
letical meanings are clearly shown. The book is 
divided into varied types of miracles performed. 


Under the title of “The Lord of Nature,” such works 
as turning water into wine, the feeding of the five 
thousand are explained. Another category describes 
Jesus as the Great Healer. The meanings of cleans- 
ing the lepers, healing the paralytic, and the woman 
who touched the hem of His garment, are given. The 
reasons are made clear why Jesus performed the 
miralces, and what they have meant to the spiritual 
life of man, since that time. 

The last three sections of the book deal with Christ 
as the light of the world, the defeater of demons, and 
the giver of life. Dr. Stratton emphasizes the fact of 
God’s living presence in His world. Under such con- 
ditions and in such a world miracles are understand: 
able. This book is of great homiletical value. It is 
persuasively written—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE INDIVIDUAL AND HIS RELIGION. By Gordon 
W. Allport. Macmillan. 147 pp. $2.50. 

Dr. Allport, who holds the chair of Psychology in 
the department of Social Relations at Harvard, has 
written a most helpful and a most readable book on 
the important place religion holds in human life. He 
deals with the origins of the religious quest in men, 
discusses the religion of youth and the religion of 
maturity with a wealth of illustrative material which 
clinches his points easily and clearly. He deals with 
the help which psychiatry can and cannot give te 
individuals without mental health. In the two fina 
chapters, The Nature of Doubt and The Nature of 
Faith, Dr. Allport points to his two concluding sent 
ences: “A man’s religion is the audacious bid he 
makes to bind himself to creation and to the Creator 
It is his ultimate attempt to enlarge and to complete 
his own personality by finding the supreme context 
in which he rightly belongs.” If all books on the psy. 
chological aspects of religion were written so well 
psychology would greatly increase in  popularity.— 
Charles Haddon Nabers. = 


CHRIST’S VICTORY AND OURS. 
Grant. Macmillan. 85 pp. $2.00. 
Written primarily as a Lenten devotional book, this 
small volume studies the reasons for Christ’s deatt 
and the profound contemporary results of his martyr 
dom. The book affirms that the crucifixion was no! 
the tragedy some believe, but Christ’s victory and th 
Christian’s. d 
Following an opening chapter, Dr. Grant, who i 
professor of Biblical Theology at Union Theologica 
Seminary, New York City, and former president Oo 
Seabury Western, discusses the Seven Last Words 0 
Jesus, devoting one chapter to each. i 


By Frederick C. 
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electronic Carillon from the Ameri- 
can Veterans of World War II to 
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honored that ‘“‘Carillonic Bells’’ 
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Truman, President of the United 
States, The Congress, and other 
Government bodies for this soul- 
stirring memorial. 


The ever-increasing number of 
**Carillonic Bell’’ instruments pro- 
viding vibrant ‘““Living Memorials’”’ 
in churches, universities, and pub- 
lic locations throughout the world 
testify to the musical and mechan- 
ical superiority of this Schulmerich 
product. 
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$8.75 


Thumb-Indexed 
Edition $10 
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--- CONCORDANCE 


The name “Strong’s” Concordance is as 
significant as the term “Sterling’”’ applied 
to silver. Here is the standard reference 
work—an unfailing authority! 


STRONG’S Exhaustive 
Concordance of the BIBLE 


To possess Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 
of the Bible is to own a Bible Library ina 
single volume. The 1809 pages comprise 
the equivalent of four books. First, the 
Main Concordance, containing in alpha- 
betical order, every word in the Bible and 
every passage in which that word appears, 
Then, there is a Comparative Concord- 
ance of the Authorized and Revised ver- 
sions, including certain American varia- 
tions. This is followed by a concise He- 
brew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pro- 
nunciation clearly indicated And, finally, 
a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament, 

All this wealth of material, to which a 
hundred scholars gave a lifetime of effort, 
may now be yours, to treasure and to use, 
for only $8.75 (or indexed edition for 
your convenience, just $10), 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


fees. s e282 — 4 


c---- Order from your Bookseller! —-—— 


Please Send Me: 
Strong’s Concordance [_] $8.75 [_] $10 


Nam 
Address 

City ees State, 
$________ Enclosed 


If Sales Tax applies in your state, 
please add necessary amount. 
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The book makes applications that are timely and 
concludes with a strong plea for belief in immor- 
tality, in the last chapter entitled, ‘Easter Day—The 


Gospel of Resurrection.” 

Each chapter begins with a Scriptural reading and 
concludes with a brief prayer. 

Dr. Grant writes ‘This book is an attempt to 
learn today what Jesus Christ has to tell us, as the 
darkness lies over the whole land, during jis last 
three. hours upon the cross.” Declaring that the 
world today is becoming as dark as those hours when 
the Son of Man hung upon the cross at Golgotha, Dr. 
Grant affirms that it is because of its denial of God, 


and its revolt against His reign. “‘Never has the 
white light of the cross stood out more sharply 


against the black Egyptian night of human sin than 
today, with the whole world engaged in tension and 
conflict, still at war or on the verge of renewed 
war—and all this after the most terrible conflict in 
all human history.”—William Folprecht. 


THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS: An American Transla- 
tion. By Edgar J. Goodspeed. Harper. 321 pp. $3.75. 


a fitting sequel to the author’s 
“American Translation’ of the New Testament. An 
authority in the field of early Christian literature, 
Dr. Goodspeed has made a noteworthy contribution 
in his characterization -of the several documents ar- 
ranged under the title, and in presenting a fresh 
translation of the materials. 

Thirty years ago the reviewer studied Christian 
literature before Irenaeus with Dr. Goodspeed at the 
University of Chicago. At that time the eminent 
scholar and teacher was assembling evidences to 
indicate the relationship of such early documents 
as “The Doctrina,’” and ‘The Didache,”’ to the New 
Testament writings, as well as to other Christian 
literature. His evidences became cumulative through 
the years until now he is able to release the results 
of his mature thinking. 

Included in The Apostolic Fathers are some writings 
which are older than some of the books of the New 
Testament and therefore very valuable as affording 
insights into Christian thought in the latter part of 
the first century and the early decadés of the second. 
Some of the ancient uncial codices include documents 
which were accepted in some areas as canonical. For 
example, Codex Alexandrinus includes both I and II 
Clement, and Codex Sinaiticus embraces besides the 
New Testament, the Epistle of Barnabas, and the 
Shepherd of Hermas. 

Besides presenting a fresh translation, the author 
gives a critique of each of the twelve documents 
listed under The Apostolic Fathers, namely, the Doc- 
trina, the Didache, the Letter of Barnabas, I and II 
Clement, the Shepherd of Hermas, the Letters of 
Ignatius, the Letter of Polycarp, the Martyrdom of 
Polycarp, the Apology of Quadratus, the Fragments of 
Papias, and the Address to Diognetus. In an ap- 
pendix he discusses the place of The Doctrina in the 
early Christian literature. His conclusion is that it is 
the source of the Didache and of the corresponding 
section of Barnabas. He places not only the Doc- 
trina but also Hermas in the first century. Formerly 
the latter was assigned toward the middle of the 
second century. 

In both the introductory materials and the trans- 
lation, Professor Goodspeed has utilized the accumu- 
lated results of textual criticism and Greek lexicog- 
raphy. His work will prove of great value not only 


for historical study but also for religious insights. 
—E. E. Flack. ; 


This volume is 


\ 


- 
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THE STUDENT’S COMMENTARY ON THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. By George Willams. Kregel. 1,058 pp. 
$8.50. 

This is the fourth edition of the popular analytical 


study of Scripture made by the diligent. Irish stu- 
dent and evangelist, who was at home in many 
languages, including Hebrew and Greek. The first 


three editions were issued in the British Isles. ‘This 
edition, which is its first appearance as an American 
publication, is a reprint from the third edition issued 
in 1930. 7 Ww 

The work treats each chapter of the Bible in a 
reverent and practical way. By its very nature the 
treatment cannot be exhaustive. However, it intro- 
duces many helpful thoughts and suggestions which 
the student of Scripture will appreciate. Unaffectea 
by modern Biblical criticism, the commentary is 
useful in the hands of Sunday School teachers, Bible 
students, and Christian workers who desire to know 
Scripture in traditional understanding.—E. E£, Flack. 


LET’S READ THE BIBLE. By Kenneth Clinton. Mac- 
millan. $2.00. 


The author is a wise pastor who seeks to utilize 
the new while cherishing the old. Recognizing the 
fact that the Bible is too often merely “‘accepted” or 
“tolerated,” he believes that the family can be a 
prime factor in transforming that neglect into vital 
interest. He aims to help both families and_ indi- 
viduals to develop an appreciation for the word of 
God. Mr. Clinton breaks down Bible bulk into tasty 
morsels of convenient size, such as “Beauty Spots” 
in the New Testament and the Old, “The Bible and 
Life Experiences,” ‘What Questions the Bible asks” 
and ‘‘What Men the Bible Portrays.’’ In addition 
there are useful hints on aids to reading, reading 
with a purpose, and how to plan personal and family 
reading. The idea of forming neighborhood, interde 
nominational “Book of the Centuries Clubs’ for Bible 
reading, has much to commend it. Many adult 
church school classes would profit greatly from a 
thirteen-weeks’ course of similar content. In either 
case “Let’s Read the Bible” constitutes an _ ideal 
guide for laying out the work. It exhibits both outlook 
and insight and is a welcome witness of the trend 
toward Bible appreciation which’ makes for optimism 
in our ‘time—Hdward Laird Mills. 


GROWTH IN PRAYER. 
millan. 156 pp. $2.00. 


From the table of contents through the final page, 
this book indicates that the peace of mind and soul 
so many are seeking by the shortest and cheapest 
method, is better attained by growing from the child- 
ish idea that prayer is but asking, to the adult 
Christian’s communion with God. The first section, 
“Learning to Pray,’ indicates prayer is more of a 
response to God than an act initiated by us, than it 
is being in the presence of God and that all can 
achieve a fuller prayer life if we ask Jesus to teach 
us, respond to every desire to pray, set aside regular 
and frequent times, and get a larger idea of God, 
It discusses preparation for prayer and the use of 
formal prayers. Other sections—Vocal Prayer, Mental 
Prayer, Group Prayer and Practice of Prayer—are 
equally practical and helpful. The various parts 
of. formal prayer are not only described, but the 
how and why are discussed. Meditation is taken out 
of the realm of the mysterious, where some suppose 
it to be and made practical as a form of. thinking 
which is also a real form of prayer and by suc 
suggestions as “begin . . . by putting yourself * 


the presence of God and waiting.’ B 


By Constance Garrett. Mac- 


af 


\ 


The Hopes 


upon thousands of people are 
discussing and praising 
Oxford’s great new classic 


IN OUR IMAGE 


Endorsed by noted leaders . . . eagerly 
welcomed by Christians of all creeds, this 

masterpiece of Old Testament character 

| portrayal breathes vivid life into the very 

| roots of our faith. Guy Rowe’s 32 heroic 
full-color portraits illuminate Houston 
Harte’s wise choice of King James text. 
Secure IN OUR IMAGE at your bookstore 
Buckram, gold stamped, $10.00. De luxe 
French Morocco, $25.00. 


OX FOR D 


Thousands 


MINISTERS — AUTO DISPLAY PLATES. 


Made of steel; enamel finish. Glossy, dur- 
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Price: $3.00 per pair, postpaid. 
Send today to— 


CROSS EMBLEM CO. 


11 W. 42nd St. (Dept. EX450) 
New York 18, N. Y. 


Public worship is described as a great symphony 
S compared to the solo of individual prayer. Holy 
communion is the joining of material objects and 
piritual fact and includes our giving ourselves to 
thrist as well as receiving life from him. The 
uthor, well-known as a religious writer, concludes, 
‘The more we pray the less we think about kinds 
md ways of prayer,’ and “that our whole life 
night become an act of prayer, a thing of beauty 
nd -power.—Claude Richmond. 


iR. JONES GOES TO BETHLEHEM. By Harmon B. 
tamsey. Knox Press. 5c. 


Issued in pamphlet form, this little narrative is 
uitable for gift purposes. It may turn out to be 
ne of the well-remembered Christmas stories, for 
t least its theme is novel. A _ selfish department 
tore owner finds himself in the hospital after an 
utomobile hits him, just at the busy season of 
Yecember. While lying unconscious, he has dreams 
yhich involve his being stopped from joining the 
hepherds and wise men as they go toward Bethle- 
em. He learns from.an angel guardian that his 
elfishness makes him unworthy to see the holy 
amily. Upon recovering, his whole attitude is 
hanged. He institutes reforms in his business and 
abstitutes friendly understanding for his previous 
yrannical rule. 

‘It cannot be said that the prose moves along in 
ny fascination of style. In fact, the wording of the 
ory often is heavy and uninspired. But the theme 
. well-developed, and the story is a noteworthy 
ontribution to the lore of Christmas. — Kendig 
rubaker Cully. 
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DAVID BRAINERD 
streaked through the Colonial 
wilderness—‘‘from towns to timber and 
from timber to towns’ —riding “but a little 
ahead of death,’ his love of Christ out- 
shining his love of a woman, burning him- 


self out in the quest for souls . .. to 
become the atk star of the missionary 
movement.” . = tae $3200 


FLAGELLANT ON HORSEBACK 


By RICHARD ELLSWORTH DAY 
eo eeee eee e# @ 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD 


M@ By John Henry Strong. No man can 
read this book of affirmations without 
experiencing a warming of his heart and 
a reassurance of his faith. It is a soul- 
searching study of the Christian life dealing 
with the most important theme known to 
man — a man’s Pe ELEN OO TER with 
Jesus! Chitistenegeriaee Seacaule ee .2-00 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME 


B By Miles W. Smith. A marvelous 
record of the Book of Acts. The reader 
gains an understanding of the work of the 
Holy Spirit by seeing its effect in the lives 
of the apostles and evangelists, especially 
Paul. The book may be used by the indi- 
vidual student or for class study . . . $2.50 


NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM 
How It Works Today 


M By Arthur C. Archibald. The author 
points out that there are very simple and 
fruitful ways of operating a church program 
that will keep a year-round enlistment 
going. The book abounds in illustrations 
which have grown out of actual experi- 
ences. It is distinctly a “how’ book on 
visitation evangelism. . . . . . $2.00 


At Your 


Booksellers, or The Judson Press 


1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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FIVE HUNDRED SKETCHES AND SKELETONS OF 
SERMONS. By Jabez Burns, Kregel Publications, 
638 pp. $4.50. 

These sermons, sketches and skeletons are the verba- 
tim outlines of sermons delivered to a congregation in 
London, and several on particular occasions in North 
and South Britain. 

His settled conviction is that fine preaching is both 
calculated to honor God, and save souls. No one can be 
familiar with Bishop Hall, Bolton, Sibbs, Carlyle, Man- 
ton, Baxter, and Howe, without being better qualified to 
labor for Christ. He has greatly benefited from the 
writings of Leighter, Henry, Evans, Grove, Barrows, 
Bishop Beveridge; among the moderns, he is closely 
attached to the sermons of Stennett, R. Robinson, Bel- 
frage, Lavington, Dr. Wardlaw, Jay, and C, Bradley. 

Works suggesting numerous topics, are calculated to 
enrich the Christian minister. These require consider- 
able thought in filling them up. They suggest a variety 
of subjects to the minister. They will not result in 
mental laziness, nor make the minister a borrower of 
the thoughts of others, Ministers have a right to consult 
every author who may help them in their work. 


The author has selected these which appear most 
interesting and of real use to the general class of 
hearers. 


No portion of the volume has appeared before in this 
country. 

This great Christian classic contains more than five 
hundred of the finest sermon outlines and guides from 
the Old and New Testaments. They are presented to 
“prime the pump” of a jaded mind, and set it working 
to develop its own resources. 

They are not intended to make ministerial study and 
preparation for the pulpit unnecessary. 

The issuing of this volume is welcomed by all who 
seek to study the word and impart its wealth to others. 

This is a reprint edition using plates purchased by 
Kregel Publications from the original publishers, Apple- 
ton-Century-Crofts, Inc. 

—Alfred Luke Faust. 


MORE THAN BREAD. Frank B. 
$2.50. 

This volume on the rural church comes out of 
fifteen years of pastoral experience in this field. It 
is a grass-roots study of the constructive and de- 
structive forces at work in the country, and of how 
they affect the operations of the churches. The perti- 
nent literature on the subject is known to the author 
and he can answer affirmatively the scriptural query: 
“understandest thou what thou readest?” The title 
suggests the key to his main contentions: The rural 
church should be more than a community improvement 
society. “The loss of soil, economic insecurity, inade- 
quate provisions for health, poor educational and 
social. facilities, all stem from a refusal to put, first, 
the growth of man as a son of God.’ New men are 
necessary to’ a new countryside and the church is 
the divinely commissioned instrument for furnishing 
them. This fundamental conviction leads the author 
to sympathize with measures calculated to reduce 
tenancy and to facilitate the acquisition of family- 
size farms; to suggest a “honus” for rural pastors, 
based on years of service, thus stabilizing the min- 
istry; to point out the sin of sectarian competition 
in small communities ; and to advocate the develop- 
ment of sacramental religion with worship at the 
heart of the program. Ministers and laymen with 
“town and country” responsibilities will be grateful 
for this provocative and rewarding Foltate Haass 
Laird Mills.. 


Herzel. Muhlenberg. 
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HOW TO STUDY AND USE THE BIBLE. Park 


Hays Miller. Wilde. $1.75. 

Here is an excellent handbook on Bible Study for 
a generation woefully lacking in knowledge of the 
Bible. The author was asked to teach a course in the 
Wooster Training School and out of that experience 
came this book. Chapter one is a brief overall survey 
of the Bible. Chapter two js an account of the 
story the Bible tells in the struggle to maintain 
pure worship, _and a high moral code in the life of 


a people. 
intro- 


Chapter three is an interesting and helpful 
duction to the various tools available for the Bible 
student, including translations, concordance, Bible 


Dictionary, atlas and commentary. In chapters four 
and five the author takes two books, Amos from 
the Old Testament and Phillipians from the New, 
and shows how these tools can be used. It is a 
demonstration for beginners as to how a book of the 


Bible might be studied. A final chapter is on the 
“How” and “Why,” for one who would teach the 
Bible. This book would be an excellent text for an 


class, or for a Church 
F, Banning. 


adult or older young peoples’ 
School Workers study course.—C. 


THE BEST OF JOHN A. HUTTON. Edited with intro- 
duction by Edgar Dewitt Jones. Harper. 176 pp. $2.00. 


It is an excellent thing to come up against the 
mind and spirit of such a distinguished English 
preacher, administrator, and editor as John Alexander 
Hutton. Most of us, by some strange chance, have 
missed reading and knowing this pulpit colossus. either 
in the flesh or while he fought the good fight of 
faith. To catch up, as it were, and to stride by his 
side—a swift pace at that, in this second-best fasfiion, 
is a high privilege and one that every preacher will 
deeply appreciate, once he has this little collation of- 
Hutton’s sermons in his hands. 

Dr. Jones, a pulpiteer of distinction and one well 
qualified to sift the finest of the wheat, has gathered 
together thirty-odd sermons, a happy variety of stimu- 
lating, expository, interpretative masterpieces. There 
is no gainsaying the winsomeness and charm of these 
homiletic utterances. They posses insight, surprise, 
discovery, freshness, power, and unabated interest. 
The quality of content is richly anticipated by the 
originality of titles: THE SHAME OF BEING NEU- 
TRAL, FROM THE MICROSCOPE TO THE TELE- 
SCOPE, SILENCE, SOMETHING “WORSE THAN A 
BLOW, CHRISTIANITY STILL UNTRIED, “TO KNOW 
ALL IS TO PARDON ALL,” THE SOUL’S LEAP 
TO GOD, SHAKEN INTO SIMPLICITY, ete. 

No one can read through this volume without com- 
ing to feel both respect and love for the soul of the 
man who thought such thoughts after God. The 
book will prove a welcome devotional book for 
Lent, no less than a source book for creative think- 
ing along the upward road.—John W. McKelvey. 
ROMANS, a Courtroom Drama, by Tom Westwood. 
Loizeaux. 334 pp. $3.50. y 


In an effort to make the study of the New Testa- 
ment book of Romans more interesting and under- 
standable to the average layman, Tom Westwood, 
conference speaker and radio preacher on the west 
coast, prepared the series of addresses now found in 
this volume. A 

Although he has a doctor’s degree in literature 
(Litt.D.) and is a Fellow of the Royal Geographic 
Society (F.R.G.S.), the author prefers to be known 
simply as a “business man who devotes the ma. 
portion of his time to his teaching ministry.” He | 
the author of a large number of devotional — 
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You'll find our 32-page Free Pro- 
spectus immensely helpful in plan- 
ning your vital VBS work. Whatever 
the size of school, use Standard’s out- 
standing 3-year course, each in ten 
: lesson studies, for Beginner, Primary, 
Junior, Intermediate. Third-year course is brand new 
for 1950. All this described in Prospectus; also list of 
certificates, awards, posters, cutouts, buttons, hand- 
books, etc. These True-to-the-Bible courses are teach- 
able, attractive, low cost, complete, proved practical in 
thousands of schools across the nation. Write for your 
Free Prospectus TODAY! 
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NO DIRECTIONS CAME 


Nancy was playing at her friend's house. 

“T’m not supposed to come home till five, 
“Baby brother is sleeping. I might wake him.” 

“Does he ery?’ asked Pearl. 

“He cries all the time. My Mama doesn’t know how 
to make him quiet.” 

“Why doesn’t she? Didn’t any directions come 
with him?” 


” 


she said. 


Did any directions come with him? 


Yes and no. Yes, in the Bible God gave us directions for 
child training. And He gave us our common sense to watch 
children, to experiment, to love, and to learn from the 
experience of others. We call that process ‘‘education."’ 


We have some Bible-centered non-proselyting magazines, 
which can be a great help to your church in its program of 
Family Life Education which all 
progressive and spiritually awake 
churches are beginning to undertake: 


MY CHUM, for children, 
$2.00 year 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT, 
$2.00 year 


BOTH, ‘‘Church Educator's 
Offer’? $3.00 


Card brings samples and 
church group discounts 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 


BOX X, HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 


GOWN S 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale. 


E+ R * MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13,111. New York 18,N. Y. 


CHURCH BUILDING LITERATURE 


For a list of more than 100 items of literature 
provided by the Interdenominational Bureau of 
Architecture, please send a card to 
E. M. CONOVER, Director 
Room 808 
300 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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prophetic books and is an editor of the magazine 
Prophetic Digest. 

Mr. Westwood’s treatment of the Epistle to the 
Romans is unusual in that he reveals the book in a 
new light, that of a legal document, a lawyer's brief, 
in which the case of Jew and Gentile is argued 
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before the court of Heaven. God is the Judge, the 
Apostle Paul the attorney, and the issue the vital 
question of salvation. The “criminal in the dock” 
is mankind. 

The author of this commentary on the Epistle 

proceeds to show that the criminal, mankind, being 
guilty, is justified only by believing in the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ, and then, having believed in 
the Christ and being justified, is to live on a higher 
plane. 
Essentially an intensive Scriptural study, “Romans 
a Courtroom Drama” presents, as suggested above, 
a refreshing and unusual consideration of this por- 
tion of the New Testament for ministers, Bible 
School teachers and laymen who enjoy this type of 
probing of the Word of God.—William Folprecht. 


A VOICE FOR GOD. By Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde. 
$2.50. 

Whatever one’s denomination or theological out- 
look, the career of Charles E, Fuller, originator and 
conductor of the Old-Fashioned Revival Hour de- 
mands attention. The author is the Editor of 
“Peloubets Notes’ and author of several books in 
the conservative, expository Bible Study field. 

This volume is an attempt to set forth an under- 
standing of the life background and training of the 
man, who, for over a quarter of a century, has held 
the attention of the nation, The author says there 
are four factors that influence any man. of God. 
1. The moral and intellectual character of his parents. 
2. The environment into which he is born, 

8. The education the individual receives. 
4, The power of God manifested in and through that 
man. 

Dr. Fuller comes of a line of thrifty, hard-working 
pioneers. Four chapters of the book give a detailed 
account of the Pilgrimage of the Fuller family. Chap- 
ter VI is a most interesting account of the conver- 
sion, first of Mrs. Fuller and then Dr. Fuller. There 
is a fine chapter on religious broadcasting over 
America’s commercial — stations. The Old-Fashioned 
Revival Hour began in January, 1937, and by 1943 
was carried by one thousand stations, with a poten- 
tial audience of two million listeners. | 

There is one chapter devoted to Testimonia] letters, 
a chapter on the Fuller Evangelistic Foundation, and 
a chapter on the Fuller Theological Seminary. The 
book includes one complete Sunday afternoon broad- 
cast and closes with a tribute to~Charles E. Fuller, 
the man. One does not have to believe, as many 
seem to, that the Salvation of the World and future 
of the Church are in the hands of this man to enjoy 
and profit by reading the book.—C. F. Banning. 


EVERLASTING ARMS. By Oswald Riess. Kaufmann. 
$2.75. 

This book is both interesting and helpful. It is 
composed of twenty-one sermons. The volume is 
divided into two separate categories. The first thir-_ 
teen are specifically designed for special days. They. 
are sermons for such days as Christmas, New Year’s 
Eve, New Year’s Day, Epiphany, Good Friday and 
Pentecost, The last nine sermons are for special 
occasions, such as the dedication of a Church, the 
anniversary of a congregation, and ordination. 

The author writes principally from a Biblical point | 
of view. The primary emphasis is devotion to 
Christ. The style is attractive, and no one can read | 
the book without being stirred by its spiritual appeal. 4 
“Everlasting Arms” is valuable in a minister’s library. 
The illustrations in the book are themselves helpful. | 
Dr. Riess has made a splendid homiletical contribu- ny 
tion——A. Wallace Copper. ke. 


~~ a 
s 


The Exp. psitor 


Hlid- \Veek Suggestions 


[.. God Giveth 


Organ: “Prelude in A’’—Hollins. 
. Call to Worship: “Our soul waiteth for the 
Lord. He is our help and our shield, for our 
rearts shall rejoice in Him, because we have 
rusted in His Holy Name. Let Thy mercy, O 
ord, be upon us, according as we hope in 
Thee.” Psa. 33. 

Hymn: “Hark! Ten Thousand Harps and 
MDICes .....” 

Psalm: 107, responsivel) ; 

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” : 

Scripture: Lev. 25:17-19, 35-38. John 
4:1-14, 

Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour .. .” 


Meditation: When Moses reached the borders of 
he promised land, he spoke earnestly to those whom 
1¢ had brought forth from slavery, trials and famine, 
Specially about their conduct after they should 
‘ater and become settled in the “land of milk and 
10ney,’ which God had promised them, and which 
xromise seemed about to be fulfilled. Moses pointed 
gut the two great dangers against which they must 
ortify themselves—first the everpresent temptation 
o worship physical idols, especially those on which 
omforts, power, and position are founded; second, 
he greater danger of accepting what God gives so 
ountifully as their due, and forgetting the source 
of the gifts. 

Those dangers still stalk the human race, and 
‘specially is that a danger to the peoples of our 
iation. There is a serious danger, perpetually, that 
we shall come to believe that we have gained all our 
ylessings through our own wisdom, strength, and 
uperiority. Not only does God give the wisdom, 
trength, and power to build, but He gives that 
with which we build, and charts the way in which 
we are to use what has been built. God, the Creator 
ind Redeemer, has invested in us all that we have, 
il that we are, and all that we may become through 
tis constant love and guidance. 

God has a purpose in bestowing all the abilities 
we possess, and leading us in their use according to 
dis designs; He grants us a partnership in His 
uigh and holy achievements, if we have the will, 
he faith, the honesty, the courage, and the grace to 
ive up to His plans. God, the Creator of all things, 
joes not need our help, nor our money, in accom- 
lishing His purpose; He grants us the privilege of 
haring in His work of achieving His divine pur- 
ose, if we want to accept that stewardship at His 
wands, and carry on with Him. i 


Hymn: “We give Thee but Thine Own .. 
Reader: Our Gifts, Wiseman. 


It is not what we keep that gives us peace 
In an age when peace is rare, 

But how truthful we are as we lay aside 
Our own and the Master’s Share. 


It is not what we spend that brings us joy, 
For death can be bought with gold 

But how careful we are that nothing we buy 
Will tend to destroy our. soul. 


"it 
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DeLuxe Quarterly 


for S.S. Teachers 


Sots | 30° per copy 


gud Seater 

. Bible Teacher and 
Leader should go 
to every superin- 
tendent, minister 
and teacher of 
youth and adult. 
9G inspiring pages, 
with 7 devoted to 
each Sunday’s In- 
i ternational Uni- 
form Lesson. Includes complete Scrip- 
ture, lesson background, text explana- 
tion, main points, discussion and 
application, truth for daily living, etc. 
True-to-the-Bible, like.all other Stand- 
ard material. Send 30c today for cur- 
rent copy. Two class quarterlies also; 
one for youth, one for adult; 12c each. 
Free Prospectus on Graded Lessons 
for children. Name department. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 
20 E. Central Pkwy.,’ Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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CROSSES, VASES, CANDLESTICKS, 
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COMMENTARY 


on the Holy Scriptures 
By GEORGE WILLIAMS 


Truly Christ-Centered from the first 
E{:eiey page to the last. 1058 pages 


Order from Your Bookseller or 


sREGEL PUBLICATIONS 
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Hymn: “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee.” 

Prayer: (Especially for individual understanding 
and acceptance of those present of the source of all 
their blessings, and willingness to use these blessings 
as God directs). 

Benediction. 

Organ: “Allegro” —Kroeger. 


Il. Translating Energy Into Deeds 


Organ: ‘Prelude in D"— BaP. 
Call to Worship: “Exalt ye the Lord our 
God, and worship at His footstool, for He is 


Holy.” FP sane, 
Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, our Souls 
nispite..-s 


Psalm: 104, responsively. 

Hymn: “Gracious Spirit, Dove Divine.” 
Scripture: John 14:15-29. Acts 2:44. 
Hymn: “Spirit of Mercy, Truth and Love.” 


Meditation: In a gripping story by Dr. Victor 
Heiser, “An American Doctor's Odyssey’, he de- 
scribes in the first chapter under the title, “Just 
Short of Eternity’ his experience as a sixteen-year-old 
boy in the Johnstown flood, back in 1889. He was 
walking across the yard, and saw a huge wall of 
water, filled with box cars, houses and trees, rolling 
down upon him. He heard his father cry out to 
him, and clambered to the top of the barn roof, 
only to feel the building melt under him. He tells 
how people of the valley at first feared that some- 
time the dam might burst, but as time went along 
those first fears were forgotten, and before long they 
thought, ‘that dam will give way, but it won't hap- 
pen to us.” John Benjamin Magee likens that atti- 
tude, “it may happen, but it won’t happen to us,” 
to one become characteristic of our age, and the six- 
teen-year-old boy, without parents or home, had to 
begin life anew; out of that chaos of such an hour 
was constructed, through the grace of God, a useful 
and notable life. 

“It may happen, but it won’t happen to us!” 
But it does happen to us, or people like us. Things 
about us collapse through some outside force over 
which we seemingly have no control, because we have 
gone along on the theory “that it may happen, but 
will not happen to us.” But, here we are, and we 
must find a way to extricate ourselves from the 
wreckage, we ate confronted with the need to effect 
a cure for what has befallen. us. Then, after we have 
freed ourselves from the catastrophe that has befallen 
us, we have a decision to make, are we willing to 
pay the price to rebuild what was wrecked because 
it was not built securely enough, nor kept in repair? 

“It may happen, but it won’t happen to us!” But 
it did happen to us, in spite of our claims of doing 
anything better and bigger and greater than anyone 
else in the world, in spite of our blessings of free- 
dom, plenty, and willingness to give and forgive, in 
spite of all these things, it did happen to us, al- 
though few of us were actual subscribers to the 
present state of national or world affairs. We just 
went along on the theory that we could go on our 
way, accumulating this and that, and that things 
would keep themselves in repair throughout the 
world. But, now that we are a part of the catas- 
trophe that has befallen the physical world, through 
eee neglect and refusal to accept responsibility 
or keeping the laws of God uppermost in men’s 
thought and actions, are we willing to pay the price 


SO ie 
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" fe-establish the Kingdom of God among men, or 
ie we going to consent to let things continue as 
| aha et things continue as 

Jesus told his fear-stricken followers, “If ye love 
+ ge my commandments. And I will pray the 
ia and He shall give you another Comforter, 
3 e may abide with you forever; even the Spirit 
p abe whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seet Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know 
dim, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. 

Thus the Comforter came to the world; a group of 
reedy, fearful men, who had suffered a collapse of 
heir world. The result? They were willing to 
uccept the “cure thus gaining strength to go forth 
is heralds of a mighty passion, a story to tell all 
nen, a balm that touched every sore spot of human 
ife, and healed it so that the sick and discouraged, 
he weary and sinful,—all were able to join in the 
treat task of making known the turning-point from 
course of ruin and destruction to one of faith and 
n0pe,—re-born souls willing to accept the way 
owatrd a redeemed life. 

Hymn: “Great God, from Whom all Bless- 
ngs flow...” 

Prayer: (Especially for grace to accept the 
reed fo: changing our present course of letting 
sod attend to His business, while we attend 
0 ours. God’s business is our business; we 
aave no other responsibility). 

Benediction: “The peace of God which 
sasseth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Organ: “Fantasia’—Schubert. 


(lI. Resting in Hope 


Organ: ‘Consolation’ —Mendelssohn. 

Invocation: “Sing unto the Lord ...”” from 
Psalm 96. 

Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Source of Gladness.”’ 

Psalm: 100, responsively. 

Hymn: “Ye Servants of the Lord.” 
Scripture: John 16:8-11. Acts 2:44. 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 
[nspire.”’ 

Meditation: “Our Hope and Guide.” 


The world today laments the loss of its crushed 
znd mutilated idols. Systems, leaders, faiths and 
creeds, power and capital, have not stood the fierce 
ests of our era. Now is our opportunity, through 
Jesus Christ, to extol our God who is Perfection, 
who is Love, who is Omnipotent. 

What shall be said for the results of faith in God, 
he Créator, the Guide and Governor of all things? 
Let us look at Job, whose faith: surmounted incred- 
ble trials; Elijah, who to a faithless generation, 
srought’ practical evidence of the Almighty God 
when -fire consumed his sacrifice while the man- 
nade: gods remained mute and _ static; Nehemiah, 
Peter, Paul,—and the endless line in the history of 
srogress. In more modern times, we have an endless 
yumbér; of the great believers, who served as founda- 
ions, and. cornerstones for their associates in the 
our of trial and testing. . 

“What do we of today focus our faith on? What 
lo our idols consist of? Just as we have learned that 
tock. must be taken of water supplies for 4 number 
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of our greatly congested areas, and take steps to 
make provision for such a source if that is possible, 
regardless of cost, so we shall find it advisable to 
take stock of our spiritual status, before it is too 
late. At present we are concerned about floods, 
blizzards, frosts in the fruit-growing areas, shortage 
of coal throughout the country, surplus foods in the 
face of great needs in other sections of the land,— 
all these are important to the welfare and happiness 
of the nation of individuals, to a degree; they are 
unimportant when compared to the great need for 
retrieving thousands from moral degeneracy,—alco- 
holism, crime of every sort, lack of parental responsi- 
bility for children brought into the world, flaunting 
the Church and its teachings through indifference 
or neglect—this is a job that requires the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and human hearts earnestly ‘‘seek- 
ing” the remedy for the ills of mankind in this 
trying hour, will know the wisdom of re-living the 
preparation for the coming of the promised Com- 
forte nd Guide, as did the eleven and one 
(Matthias) in that great hour of the early awaken- 
ing of men’s souls to the actual presence of a loving, 
guiding, and just God. 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one 
place . . . and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak . . . as the 
Spirit gave them utterance... ”’ 

and like David witness, “I foresaw the Lord always 
before my face; for he is on my right hand, that I 
should not be moved. Therefore did my heart re- 
joice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my 
flesh shall rest in hope.—E. C. McCullagh. 


Hymn: “To Thee, O Comfortef Divine.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘Postlude’—Becker. 


Deborah 
(From page 180) 


two women undergraduates were heard dis- 
cussing his views. “What did he mean by 
sin?’ asked one: and the other replied, “Oh, 
that has something to do with’ Adam and 
Eve.” 

I commend the gritty common sense of a 
veteran preacher of the Gospel, who left a 
legacy to his children in the following words: 


| “I desire (also) to bequeath to my children 


and their families my testimony to the truth 
and preciousness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
This heritage of the Christian faith, received 
in unbroken line from exiled and persecuted 
Huguenots and Scotch Covenanters as ancestors, 
is of infinitely more value than any house, 
land, or barns. I hereby bequeath and devise 
it to them.” 

And so, as we tackle the problems and bear’ 
the burdens of this our day, God help us to 
go forward confidently and courageously, in 
the spirit of a mother of ancient Israel, De- 
borah by name. And may her anthem of 
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victory and her battle-cry of freedom be often 


on our lips: 


“Then perish all Thine enemies, O Lord, 
But let those that love Thee ; 
Be as the sun going forth in his 


strength!” 


ae y 950 


Busy persons always make time: 
for additional services. 


Worry, like the rocking chair, keeps one busy, 
but gets one nowhere. 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


ALWAYS custom built... 


Uh 
Fine pipe organs bearing the name v y 
WICKS are designed expressly 
to fit each particular situation. 
EXP. 
ALTAR WARE GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 
ReflingtonuGo:, de we. LYS Almy, C. M...ic22255o ee 1g 
Sudbury Brass Goods........ 194 Bentley & Simon................ 1§ 
Cotrell & Leonard, Ine..... 1$ 
BELLS AND CHIMES (Tower) ©0ox Sons & Vining..—<. ug 
; DeMoulin Bros. ...... . 1§ 
Maas Chimes ...................... 191 Mout, Bom ee 4 
Schulmeriehi) gee 187 Nati Ac. Gap @) Gowran 
Ward Co., C.Ens.=23euae 
BIBLES 
WRITE Halley Bibles —...02-2.0... 195 INSURANCE 


MINISTERS CASUALTY lé 


FOR : : 
National Bibles. ... 
COTERATURE Presbyterian Min. Fund... 1f 


NO KNEE INTERFERENCE Onion Pal Gone ee 


DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED 
EXCLUSIVELY BY MEMORIAL TABLETS 
BULLETIN BOARDS 


THE “Wonr0e. COMPANY INC. Int. Bronze Tablet Co....... If 


70 CHURCH STREET COLFAX, IOWA Ashtabula Sign Cone 195 
W. L. Clark Co., Ince....... 196 MISCELLANEOUS 


Bureau of Architecture... 1$ 
CANDLES & CANDLE SETS Clergy Cross Emblem........ 1 


y a ° r 
FOLDING CHAIRS Emkay Candles. ................. 150 Christian ‘Educetiat es u 
‘e ORGANS (Pi 
wm Steet CHAIRS AND TABLES ae 
(Folding) Austin Organ Go............... i" 
oO t Ww e) 4, ad Wicks Organ Co... 
Monroe, Co, ieee 198 


aia e 3 198 PUBLISHERS 
Abingdon-Cokesbury ..154, 1 


CHURCH BULLETINS AND 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE | | parrrs Se ane ae 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES Bel Art Pits wee 456 0 hudsons Pecan’ eee 1 
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS Kregel Publications Pine 


PRESS ..... =a i MACMILLAN CO. .. oe Ai 

Woolverton Oxford Pub. Co. ... 5 all 
J 

Upper Room) .2:225...u42.28 1 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


_SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIE 
AMERICAN SEATING 7 


COMPANY ............ 299 . Standard Pub. Co. eee 
P A Josephinum Furniture ...... 191 r CCH 
i ‘ Pulpit and Choir: ee . ae VACATION Se Cee 
i : SSG gee ne Sec Concordia Pub. Co..,. 
; Headquarters for Redington *& Co},)Js Bi. 986. | ees ae 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES “gee 
Ci Church Furniture « Stoles parse SINISE Bee: iy paket oes palteee 2 
oe Embroiderfes « Vestments Sanitary Com. Service... 196 St. Joseph’s Art Glass...... 1 
c dHangings - Communion 4 ; i ae 
Sets. Altar Brass Goods - 
: = CATALOG ON REQUEST I . : oe : Laine Flag ; 
Jational ey ne \ _| Firms whose names you find here have proven the 
J SUPPLY COMPANY j i I in , Fgh Mae a 
oh (A Sas 821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. J integrity aU Serving BUYERS of Church Equipme! 


There 
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